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Education Manifesto of the Esprit schools
The purpose of this Education Manifesto is to provide insight into the Esprit School 
members’ collective outlook and our shared goals, expressed in what we feel are six 
unique cornerstones: 

1. Excellent education
2. Internationalisation
3. Coordinating school and home environments
4. Roles of employer and employee
5. Educational leadership
6. Accountability and Integrity

Based on these cornerstones, we, the Esprit Governing Board, and the heads of the 
schools with ultimate responsibility, aim to provide inspiration to our schools. For 
this, our cornerstones must be translated into day to day education in close associa-
tion with our students. We believe it is important to allow room for the development 
of individual qualities and the individual development of students and employees. 
Consequently, we aim to offer education at Esprit Schools that enables students 
to use the talents they have to achieve the best possible educational results. This 
Education Manifesto points the way, and is intended as the basis for the policy 
agenda of the various Esprit schools. In the context of “good management” and the 
quality framework, School Heads render accounts of the results of their policy to the 
Esprit Governing Board. The Esprit Governing Board in turn renders accounts to the 
Esprit Supervisory Board and government authorities.

The Esprit Governing Board regards this Education Manifesto as a ‘dynamic’ 
document. This means that we shall not attempt to ‘freeze’ reality, but on the basis 
of annual evaluations, we shall adapt the Education Manifesto to any changed 
circumstances.

The Philosophy of the AICS
 
The AICS Philosophy: Community-based International Learning.
We explain the philosophy behind the Esprit Education Manifesto, and our vision and 
mission as ‘the education of the international community, in the Dutch and Interna-
tional community, by the Dutch and International Community’. All our 
students acquire all the necessary academic skills while learning about themselves, 
their community, and the international world. We aim to:

The AICS in 2013/2014
Welcome to the AICS!

You have joined a place where we try our best every day to provide the best 
education we can. Having ‘learning at the heart of everything we do’ means that we 
continuously think about how we can make learning better, in our programmes and 
on the job! We wish our students, staff and parents/guardians a great new school 
year!

This School Guide will help you to get a good idea about what it means to be edu-
cated at the AICS. We are accredited by the CIS (Council of International Schools), 
which means that our services are of a high international standard and that we 
have systems in place which are helping us to build our growing school into an even 
stronger one. We are aiming to strengthen our Primary and Secondary curricular 
connections and to make our curriculums and evaluations more easily and regularly 
accessible via a digital network.

The growth in student numbers has been quite phenomenal, and we are adding 
four new groups of 20-22 primary and secondary students to a total amount of 850 
students at the end of this school year. We will celebrate our tenth birthday in Sep-
tember 2013, when we will remember and celebrate our start with sixteen secondary 
students in 2003. In order to accommodate this rapid growth, we have been able to 
secure the whole building at the Prinses Irenestraat 59 at the Amsterdam Zuidas. 

The AICS parents and guardians will have the opportunity to meet together in the 
$,&6�:RUOG�&DIH��ZKHUH�WKH\�FDQ�¿QG�D�ZHOFRPLQJ�DQG�VXSSRUWLYH�FRPPXQLW\�

Looking forward to meeting you at the AICS!

Ɣ�HQDEOH�VWDII�DQG�VWXGHQWV�WR�DFKLHYH�WKHLU�IXOO�SRWHQWLDO��WDOHQW�GHYHORSPHQW��
Ɣ�FUHDWH�DQ�DFFHVVLEOH��GLYHUVH��FDULQJ�OHDUQLQJ�HQYLURQPHQW�DQG�GLVSOD\�UHVSHFW�IRU�
SHRSOH�IURP�DOO�EDFNJURXQGV��ZRUOG�FLWL]HQVKLS��

Ɣ�GHYHORS�KLJK�TXDOLW\��PHDQLQJIXO�DQG�DFFHVVLEOH�DSSURDFKHV�WR��WHDP���WHDFKLQJ�
and learning, producing clearly documented outcomes which are held up against 
RI¿FLDOO\�DSSURYHG�EHQFKPDUNV��SURIHVVLRQDO�DQG�UHVXOW�RULHQWHG��

Ɣ�FUHDWLYHO\�XVH�DQG�DGG�WR�WKH�H[SHULHQFH�RI�OLYLQJ�LQ�WKH�$PVWHUGDP�DQG�'XWFK�
community (entrepreneurship).



Progress on educational quality at the AICS 2012-2013
At the AICS, we work from important beliefs. They include integrity, community and 
discovery. These beliefs embody who we are and they are the starting point for our 
development towards our goals.

We aim to provide our students with the highest possible quality of teaching and 
learning. We think that educational quality consists of three components: a written, 
DOOLQJQHG�DQG�FRQFHSW�EDVHG�FXUULFXOXP�LQFOXGLQJ�RXWFRPHV������HVVHQWLDO�GD\�WR�GD\�
OHDUQLQJ�PHWKRGRORJLHV������DVVHVVPHQW�WRROV������DQG��KXPDQ��UHVRXUFHV�

In 2012-2013 our focus has been on the further consolidation and improvement of 
all three components. We use the 176 criteria of the Council of International Schools 
(CIS) as the most whole school and process-oriented and comprehensive criteria to 
achieve this.

The AICS was accredited by the CIS in February 2012. As part of the accreditation 
process the school then submitted a First-Year Report on Progress and Planning in 
March 2013. The AICS continues to evaluate and strives to improve standards and 
practices as an ongoing process, led by the school’s Quality Care Committee. As a 

very new institution, we are proud to count the AICS in the CIS list of member schools 
and we are committed to upholding a high quality standard of education.

We also use recommendations from the Dutch Inspectorate’s report (2013) and the 
International Baccalaureate Middle Years and Diploma Programme (IB MYP and IB 
'3��HYDOXDWLRQ�UHSRUWV���������DV�WKH�PRUH�SULPDU\�VHFRQGDU\�VFKRRO�VSHFL¿F�DQG�
outcome-oriented criteria to achieve our goals.
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Mission, Vision and Context statement
Mission statement
Ɣ�7KH�$,&6�IDFLOLWDWHV�KLJK�TXDOLW\��DFFHVVLEOH��FRPPXQLW\�EDVHG�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�

learning for students of all nationalities living in The Netherlands.

Vision statement
Ɣ�7R�EH�D�FRPPXQLW\�ZKHUH�OHDUQLQJ�LV�DW�WKH�KHDUW�RI�HYHU\WKLQJ�ZH�GR�

Context statement
Ɣ�7KH�$,&6�LV�D�'XWFK�VXEVLGLVHG�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�VFKRRO��7KLV�HQDEOHV�XV�WR�GHOLYHU�

high quality education at competitive fees.
Ɣ�7KH�$,&6�LV�DFFRXQWDEOH�IRU�KLJK�VWDQGDUGV�WR�WKH�,QVSHFWRUDWH�RI�WKH�'XWFK�

Ministry of Education. 
Ɣ�7KH�$,&6�EHQH¿WV�IURP�WKH�UHVRXUFHV�LQ�WKH�(VSULW�6FKROHQJURHS�DQG�LV� 

accountable to its Board of Governors.
Ɣ�7KH�$,&6�LV�SDUW�RI�WKH�(VSULW�6FKROHQJURHS��D�ODUJH�JURXS�RI�PDQ\�GLIIHUHQW�

schools in Amsterdam. Other member schools of Esprit are: Berlage Lyceum, 
Cartesius Lyceum, 4de Gymnasium, Marcanti College, Nova College  
Amsterdam, Europa school, de Eilanden, de WSV school and MSL.

Ɣ�7KH�$,&6�LV�D�PHPEHU�RI�WKH�JURXS�RI�'XWFK�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�3ULPDU\�DQG� 
Secondary Schools (DIPS and DISS). The DIPS and DISS cater for the needs 
of students with foreign nationalities who will only be spending a few years in the 
Netherlands, as well as for those Dutch students who need to be educated in 
an international school to ensure continuity of education. The main language of 
instruction in our classes is English. The Dutch authorities contribute to the costs 
of these international schools, each of which must be closely connected to a 
standard Dutch school.

Ɣ�7KH�$,&6�LV�DQ�,%�:RUOG�6FKRRO��7KH�/HDUQHU�3UR¿OH�RI�WKH�,QWHUQDWLRQDO� 
%DFFDODXUHDWH�2UJDQLVDWLRQ��,%2��LV�UHÀHFWHG�LQ�RXU�PLVVLRQ�VWDWHPHQW�

Ɣ�7KH�$,&6�LV�D�PHPEHU�RI�WKH�&RXQFLO�RI�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�6FKRROV��&,6��DQG�WKH�
European Council of International Schools (ECIS). The CIS and ECIS help us to 
maintain a Quality Care Cycle in the school and train our staff to answer to the 
highest quality standards respectively.

The AICS Management Team
.HHV�YDQ�5XLWHQEHHN��3ULQFLSDO�����%RULV�3ULFNDUWV��+HDGPDVWHU.



8 9

Esprit International
The Berlage Lyceum, the Europaschool and the AICS are facilitating students’ 
possibilities to take part in international and internationalising programmes within the 
Esprit School Group. The cross-school programming of the International Primary 
Curriculum (IPC) at the Europaschool (in Dutch) and the AICS (in English) makes 
transitions between the schools easier. The Europaschool also offers foreign 
language programmes which ease possible transition to the internationalising, 
bilingual (Dutch/English) TTO programme at the Berlage Lyceum. Berlage students 
with a good command of the English language, who have completed their higher 
VHFRQGDU\�HGXFDWLRQ��+$92�����RU�WKRVH�ZKR�KDYH�¿QLVKHG�WKH�ODVW�\HDU�EHIRUH�
pre-university education (VWO 4) successfully, can study the International Bac-
calaureate Diploma Programme (IB DP) at the AICS. For these students Dutch will 
be taught at the highest [Language A] level. Students with a good command of the 
Dutch language, returning from abroad can, possibly after a transition period at the 
AICS, study the internationalising, bilingual (Dutch/English) TTO programme at the 
Berlage Lyceum.

Curriculum Information Primary School
The Primary School is organised in age-based year groups. Only in exceptional 
circumstances will students be placed out of age.

To enter Group 1 a student should be four  by 1 October of that year.
7R�HQWHU�*URXS���D�VWXGHQW�VKRXOG�EH�¿YH�� E\���2FWREHU�RI�WKDW�\HDU�
To enter Group 3 a student should be six  by 1 October of that year.
To enter Group 4 a student should be seven  by 1 October of that year.
To enter Group 5 a student should be eight  by 1 October of that year.
To enter Group 6 a student should be nine  by 1 October of that year.
To enter Group 7 a student should be ten  by 1 October of that year.

GRADE COMPARISON TABLE

Please note this is a “grade equivalent” comparison not a “curriculum”  
comparison:

AICS USA & CANADA UK
Group 0 Pre School  Nursery
Group 1 Pre School  Reception
Group 2 Kindergarten Year 1
Group 3 Grade 1 Year 2
Group 4 Grade 2 Year 3
Group 5 Grade 3 Year 4
Group 6 Grade 4 Year 5
Group 7 Grade 5 Year 6

All classes have a maximum of 22 students. Each class group is mixed ability and 
WKH�SUR¿OH�RI�WKH�FODVV�LV�RUJDQLVHG�DURXQG�WKH�SULQFLSOHV�RI�JHQGHU�DQG�QDWLRQDOLW\�
balance, social and special educational requirements. Each class has a designated 
3ULPDU\�6FKRRO�TXDOL¿HG�WHDFKHU�WKDW�LV�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�WKH�LQGLYLGXDO�\HDU�JURXS��
The year group teachers work collaboratively on the planning of the curriculum 
and this ensures that all students have access to the same concepts and learning 
activities. In addition to the classroom teacher there are also specialist teachers 
that deliver Dutch Language and Culture, English Language Acquisition (ELA) and 
Physical Education (PE). All teachers are involved in the assessment and reporting 
of the progress of the individual students that they teach.

The Groups 1 and 2, have full-time teaching assistants to help support the teaching 
and learning. Group 3 classes have part-time teaching assistants. Teaching as-
sistants help support the diverse learning environment so that the classroom teacher 
may differentiate to meet the needs of individual students and make optimal use of 
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a multi learning-style approach in daily lessons. A Learning Support Assistant (LSA) 
is also provided across the whole age range and they provide specialist support as 
part of our inclusion programme.

Students who have already obtained at least an A-diploma from the “ZWEM-ABC” 
ZLOO�EH�DEOH�WR�SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�WKH�¿UVW����OHVVRQV�RI�WKH�VZLPPLQJ�SURJUDPPH�LQ�RUGHU�
to practice for the next diploma. Students who have not yet received a “ZWEM-ABC” 
diploma will have 36 lessons to practice for one or more diplomas. Students who 
SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�RQO\�WKH�¿UVW����OHVVRQV�ZLOO�IROORZ�D�VSHFLDO�SURJUDPPH�DW�VFKRRO�ZLWK�
one of the Group 5 teachers for the remainder of the swimming lesson schedule.

Section 1 - The International Primary Curriculum (IPC)
2XU�ÀDJVKLS�SURJUDPPH�LV�FDOOHG�WKH�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�3ULPDU\�&XUULFXOXP�RU�,3&��7KLV�
programme follows an exciting thematic approach that integrates the topics of, for 
example, numeracy, literacy, science and art into meaningful contexts for delivery. 
The IPC is a highly successful global programme that has been created by a group 
of international educators and experts in children’s learning. 
 
Core Values of the IPC:
The principle of the IPC is to focus on a combination of academic, personal and 
international learning for children worldwide, combined with innovative and exciting 
ways to learn.

The IPC is designed to help children:
Ɣ�/HDUQ�WKH�HVVHQWLDO�NQRZOHGJH��VNLOOV�DQG�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�D�EURDG�UDQJH�RI�

curriculum subjects.
Ɣ�(QJDJH�ZLWK�WKHLU�OHDUQLQJ�VR�WKDW�WKH\�UHPDLQ�FRPPLWWHG�WR�OHDUQLQJ�WKURXJKRXW�

their school careers and their lives.
Ɣ�'HYHORS�WKH�SHUVRQDO�TXDOLWLHV�WKH\�QHHG�WR�EH�JRRG�FLWL]HQV�DQG�WR�UHVSRQG�WR�WKH�

changing contexts of their future lives.
Ɣ�'HYHORS�D�VHQVH�RI�WKHLU�RZQ�QDWLRQDOLW\�DQG�FXOWXUH�DW�WKH�VDPH�WLPH�DV�GHYHORS-

ing a profound respect for the nationalities and cultures of others.
 
Each Thematic Unit contains Learning Goals which are subdivided into:
Ɣ�6XEMHFW�*RDOV
Ɣ�3HUVRQDO�*RDOV
Ɣ� ,QWHUQDWLRQDO�*RDOV

7KHVH�NH\�OHDUQLQJ�JRDOV�DUH�LGHQWL¿HG�ZLWKLQ�WKH�HLJKW�VXEMHFW�DUHDV�RI��DUW��
geography, history, information and communication technology (ICT), language arts, 
mathematics, literacy, music, physical education, science, technology and additional 
language. At the AICS the additional language is Dutch and English Language 
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Acquisition (formally known as EAL). International mindedness i.e respect for others, 
is also an important element of the programme.

(DFK�XQLW�RI�ZRUN�ODVWV�EHWZHHQ�¿YH�WR�HOHYHQ�ZHHNV�DQG�SURYLGHV�D�ULJRURXV�DQG�
meaningful teaching framework supported by a wide range of resources. The pro-
gramme is designed in such a way to allow teachers to spend more time developing 
creative, personalised learning for their children.

At the AICS the IPC unit provides the central starting point for the curriculum plan-
ning which the teacher teams will engage. However, we take the programme a step 
further by infusing aspects of other international curricula such as:
 
Ɣ�)266�6FLHQFH��7KLV�LV�D�KDQGV�RQ�SURJUDPPH�WKDW�HQDEOHV�FKLOGUHQ�WR�SDUWLFLSDWH�
LQ�WKH�VFLHQWL¿F�SURFHVV�DQG�FDUU\�RXW�H[SHULPHQWV�RQ�WKH�NH\�FRQFHSWV�LQ�HDFK�
IPC Unit.

Ɣ�7(5&�0DWKV�DQG�1XPLFRQ��7KHVH�DUH�SUREOHP�VROYLQJ�DQG�LQYHVWLJDWLYH�PDWK�
approach that applies the core mathematical skills (number, shape, measure, data 
analysis) in real life contexts.

 
We also introduce the philosophy of Inquiry Based Learning into the units and this is 
where the students own questions and curiosity are used to drive the development of 
conceptual understanding alongside the skills development in the IPC.
 
Numeracy and Literacy are critical elements of learning to learn in the Primary years. 
As such we also deliver these as individual subjects within the daily time table.
 
www.internationalprimarycurriculum.com

Section 2 - Literacy
The children follow a structured literacy programme that includes a phonics, shared 
reading, spelling, vocabulary building, handwriting, guided reading, comprehen-
sion, grammar and writing for different purposes. Literacy instruction is devised by 
the classroom teacher to meet each student at their individual level, supporting or 
challenging the students as needed.

We recognise that writing is an integral skill that is needed to ensure student 
success in all subject areas and we draw on individual writing objectives as we strive 
to provide high-quality writing instruction in all classrooms. For the past few years 
the depth and quality of the writing process has been developed through a Writing 
Workshop approach to instruction. In the Writing Workshop, students will work 
through the writing process as they publish written pieces in a variety of text types. 
$OO�VWXGHQWV�ZLOO�KDYH�WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�ZULWH�QDUUDWLYHV��QRQ�¿FWLRQ�DQG�SRHWU\�

over the course of the school year. During each writing unit, students will also be 
introduced to one or more of the six writing traits: Ideas, Word Choice, Organisation, 
Sentence Fluency, Voice and Conventions. We look forward to helping bring out the 
inner author in all of our students!

The children also learn about the nature and use of the English language by learning 
about:
Ɣ�7KH�VNLOOV�ZKLFK�KHOS�WKHP�WR�XVH�WKH�ODQJXDJH�HIIHFWLYHO\
Ɣ�7KH�PHDQLQJ��XVH�DQG�IRUP�RI�ODQJXDJH
Ɣ�(QMR\PHQW�DQG�DSSUHFLDWLRQ�RI�ODQJXDJH

Language and Literature is an extension of the literacy programme in Groups 3 to 7. 
This is a weekly hour block where students are further challenged in either:
Ɣ�(QJOLVK�/DQJXDJH�DQG�/LWHUDWXUH
Ɣ�'XWFK�/DQJXDJH�DQG�&XOWXUH
Ɣ�(/$�(QJOLVK�ODQJXDJH�DFTXLVWLRQ
This session enables Dutch and English speaking children to study classic literature 
or have a further opportunity to extend their English and Dutch Language develop-
ment towards academic understanding.

Section 3 - Numeracy
The numeracy or math skills and concepts programme is organised around three 
dimensions:
 
Ɣ�1XPEHU�&RQFHSWV���$GGLWLRQ��6XEWUDFWLRQ��0XOWLSOLFDWLRQ��'LYLVLRQ��)UDFWLRQV��

Algebra, Decimals)
Ɣ�6KDSH�DQG�0HDVXUH���$QJOHV��*HRPHWU\��8QLWV��5DWLR�
Ɣ�'DWD�+DQGOLQJ���*UDSKV��&KDUWV��'DWD�$QDO\VLV�
Ɣ�3UREOHP�VROYLQJ�DQG�ORJLF

The students engage in multi-sensory, interactive programmes for learning entitled: 
TERC Investigations and Numicon. Investigations is a mathematics curriculum 
developed at TERC in Cambridge, Massachusetts. It is designed to help all children 
develop understanding of the fundamental ideas of number and operations, geom-
etry, data, measurement and early algebra. Daily math lessons consist of mental 
mathematics activities, whole-class teaching, differentiated group tasks and a 
plenary. The use of practical equipment is integral to the learning of all students.

The Numicon Project is a collaborative endeavour to facilitate children’s under-
VWDQGLQJ�DQG�FRQFHSWXDO�PRGHOOLQJ�RI�PDWKV��,W�LV�D�TXDOLW\�¿UVW�WHDFKLQJ�DSSURDFK�
designed to give children the understanding of number ideas and number relation-
ships that are essential for success in maths. In Numicon a series of structured 
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patterns - Numicon shapes - are used to represent numbers, as part of a progres-
sive teaching programme.

Mathematics is also an integrated part of IPC Units of Work. The student’s progress is 
reported in terms of ‘beginning, developing or mastering’ numeracy learning goals.

A range of Mathematics schemes are used to serve the different learning needs and 
strategies of the students. In mathematics, children learn about the nature and use 
of mathematical ideas and skills by being taught about:
Ɣ�&RQQHFWLRQV�EHWZHHQ�ZKDW�WKH\�OHDUQ�DQG�WKHLU�HYHU\GD\�H[LVWHQFH
Ɣ�%DVLF�PDWKHPDWLFDO�VNLOOV
Ɣ�0DWKHPDWLFDO�ODQJXDJH
Ɣ�$SSO\LQJ�ZKDW�WKH\�OHDUQ�WR�SUDFWLFDO�VLWXDWLRQV
Ɣ�5HÀHFWLQJ�RQ�WKHLU�RZQ�PDWKHPDWLFDO�DFWLYLWLHV�DQG�FKHFNLQJ�WKH�DFFXUDF\�RI�WKHLU�

results
Ɣ�5HFRJQLVLQJ�DQG�XVLQJ�UHODWLRQVKLSV��UXOHV��SDWWHUQV�DQG�VWUXFWXUHV
Ɣ�'HVFULELQJ�VWUDWHJLHV�RI�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�DQG�UHDVRQLQJ�LQ�WKHLU�RZQ�ZRUGV

We recognise the importance of helping every child experience success in Mathemat-
ics. By using the Accelerated Maths programme to enhance our TERC and Numicon 
Maths curriculum, we have better means to provide personalised practice on objec-
tives that target individual students needs. These exercise activities give valuable 
practice to reinforce the skills being learnt. The teacher is able to see, at a glance, how 
each student is progressing. Problem areas as well as areas of extension can be more 
TXLFNO\�LGHQWL¿HG�DQG�LQWHUYHQWLRQ�DLGHG�ZKHQ�QHFHVVDU\��7KH�DXWRPDWHG�PDUNLQJ�
system helps to provide immediate feedback for both the teacher and the student.

www.renlearn.co.uk
www. numicon.com
www.terc.edu/ourwork/elementarymath.html

Section 4 – Science
Foss Science Kits are implemented throughout Primary Groups 1-7. These are used 
to compliment the implementation of IPC learning goals. Since 2013 the Primary 
School has its own Inquiry Laboratory where science experiments can be carried out 
by the Primary students. Developed at the Lawrence Hall of Science, University of 
California at Berkeley, FOSS is an on-going research project dedicated to improving 
the learning and teaching of science. The FOSS programme materials are designed 
to meet the challenge of providing meaningful science education to prepare 
students for life in the 21st century. Development of the FOSS programme was, and 
continues to be, guided by advances in the understanding of how youngsters think 
DQG�OHDUQ��7KH�EHVW�ZD\�IRU�VWXGHQWV�WR�DSSUHFLDWH�WKH�VFLHQWL¿F�HQWHUSULVH��OHDUQ�
LPSRUWDQW�VFLHQWL¿F�FRQFHSWV��DQG�GHYHORS�WKH�DELOLW\�WR�WKLQN�FULWLFDOO\�LV�WR�DFWLYHO\�
construct ideas through their own inquiries, investigations, and analyses. The FOSS 
programme was created to engage students in these processes as they explore the 
natural world.

www.fossweb.com

Section 5 - Information and Communication Technology (ICT)
In order to enhance the research-based work of the IPC, we fully integrate ICT in the 
learning process so that students see the intrinsic value of technology. With the aid 
of Smart boards (interactive white boards), and a vast variety of computer learning 
programmes, including ‘Touch typing’ lessons, the students will be exposed to the 
most recent technology in Primary education. Every classroom has installed three 
computers and a smartboard (an interactive white board). 
Additionally, computers are available in our Library. Groups 3-7 have one 1 hour ICT 
block timetabled each week in our ICT lab. Our ICT lab is equipped with 23 comput-
ers, a smartboard and an innovative ICT equipment museum. Over the course of the 
last school year laptop trolleys and mobile ICT devices have been introduced.
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Section 6 - Specialist Lessons
Specialist Classes consist of English Language Acquisition, Dutch Language Acquis-
tion, Dutch Language and Culture, Physical Education and Music. These classes are 
facilitated by specialist teachers and allow for small group learning opportunities and/
or specially equipped learning environments. These are timetabled throughout the 
week and located in the appropriate specialist learning area.

English Language Acquisition (ELA)
The English Language Acquisition (ELA) Programme recognises that the majority of 
the students learning English at our school already know more than one language, 
and are adding English to that repertoire. Thus the focus of the ELA programme is to 
improve the English Language skills needed for participation within a community, the 
International Primary Curriculum and their future academic needs in the secondary 
school.

Students follow a differentiated ELA programme that either develops:
 

Ɣ�%XLOGLQJ�EORFNV�RI�WKH�(QJOLVK�/DQJXDJH��7KLV�LV�FDOOHG�(QJOLVK� 
Language Acquisition

Or
Ɣ�&RQFHSWXDO�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�(QJOLVK�/DQJXDJH��7KLV�LV�FDOOHG�(QJOLVK�

Language and Literature

This differentiation is based on the rigorous research into second language develop-
ment where it is known that children develop both social language skills (Basic 
Inter-Communication Skills) and academic language skills (Cognitive Acquisition 
Language Development).

'HSHQGLQJ�RQ�WKH�ODQJXDJH�SUR¿FLHQF\��*URXS������DQG�*URXS���VWXGHQWV�WKXV�
follow a differentiated ELA or Dutch Language Acquisition program for three hours 
SHU�ZHHN��)LUVW�/DQJXDJH�SUR¿FLHQW�(QJOLVK�VSHDNHUV�ZLOO�MRLQ�WKH�'XWFK�FODVVHV�
instead of ELA. Students from Group 3 to Group 7 are placed in ELA depending on 
their English language skills and comprehension. The progression of achievement 
of each student is clearly communicated to the parents/guardians at each reporting 
period and conference.

Dutch
Dutch Language Acquisition and Dutch Language and Culture are classes taught 
to facilitate the students with the integration of Dutch language and culture here in 
The Netherlands. The students are familiarised with Dutch customs and traditions, 
DLPLQJ�WR�KHOS�WKHP�IHHO�PRUH�DW�KRPH�LQ�7KH�1HWKHUODQGV�DQG�FRQ¿GHQW�LQ�WKHLU�
communication with their Dutch community.

Dutch Language Lessons
Dutch lessons are provided by a teacher who is a Dutch Native Speaker. Dutch 
language curricula as well as a method designed for non-native speakers are used 
to ensure consistency and progress in the students’ Dutch language development. 
The progression of achievement of each Dutch student is clearly communicated to 
the parents/guardians at each reporting period and conference. Dutch levels are 
LGHQWL¿HG�DV�/DQJXDJH�%��EHJLQQHUV��VWDQGDUG�DQG�DGYDQFHG��IRU�QRQ�QDWLYH� 
speakers and Language A for native or bi-lingual Dutch language speakers. A 
student’s Dutch language level is indicated on student report cards. In Groups 1  
DQG����'XWFK�OHVVRQV�DUH�RIIHUHG�WR�WKRVH�VWXGHQWV�ZKRVH�(QJOLVK�SUR¿FLHQF\�LV�
VXI¿FLHQW�IRU�IROORZLQJ�FODVVURRP�LQVWUXFWLRQ��7KH�VWXGHQWV�SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�'XWFK�
lessons to experience and enjoy Dutch culture and to gain additional language skills 
and understanding through play and theme-based learning. All students in Groups 
3 through 7 follow the Dutch Language and Culture lessons. Students are as much 
as possible grouped according to their Dutch language abilities. The Dutch Primary 
Curriculum incorporates discussing current affairs, combining language learning 
with cultural enrichment as well as Dutch history and geography. Our Primary 
School organises school wide cultural events like King’s Day and Sinterklaas,  
which are yearly highlights at the AICS.

Physical Education
Physical Education classes are provided for all age groups and are taught by a 
specialist P.E. teacher. Groups 1 and 2 students have P.E. twice a week for a 
30-minute lesson, located in the mini-gymnasium at school or on the school grounds 
for outside activities. Groups 3-7 students have P.E. once a week for a one-hour 
lesson, located at a local gymnasium facility near the school campus. Students will 
be transported to and from the gymnasium accompanied by a supervisor. Groups 
3-7 are required to have the following gym kit in order to be allowed to participate in 
P.E. lessons:

Ɣ�*\P�EDJ�PDUNHG�ZLWK�FKLOG¶V�QDPH
Ɣ� ,QGRRU�J\P�VKRHV�
Ɣ�$,&6�W�VKLUW�DQG�DWKOHWLF�WUDLQLQJ�VKRUWV

Please clearly label all items with your child’s name. Failure to have their gym kit on 
a P.E. day will result in an unexcused absence of participation. If your child needs to 
be excused from P.E. lessons due to special circumstances (e.g. medical reasons: 
physical injury) please provide your child with a doctor’s note.

In Physical Education, children learn about healthy lifestyles and performing a 
range of movement activities through the IPC learning goals by being taught about: 
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GHYHORSLQJ�SK\VLFDO�FRPSHWHQFH�DQG�FRQ¿GHQFH��GHYHORSLQJ�FUHDWLYLW\�DQG�LPDJLQD-
tion, a range of activities, a range of skills, physical development, healthy lifestyles, 
teamwork and communication. The knowledge, skills and understanding which 
children gain through their study of physical education can be regarded in terms of: 
Skills, Planning, Performance, Evaluation, Fitness and Health. Students will have the 
opportunity to participate in: Gymnastics, Ball games, Athletics and Dance.

The Magic Roundabout
On Wednesdays the students engage in a multifaceted brain based programme 
that stimulates their holistic development in art, science and physical agility. The 
activities include:
Ɣ�0RYHPHQW�DQG�0XVFOH�VNLOOV�WUDLQLQJ���$FWLYH�DW�$,&6�
Ɣ�'DQFH�DQG�FRRUGLQDWLRQ�:DNH�DQG�6KDNH�
Ɣ�*\PQDVWLFV
Ɣ�&HUDPLFV
Ɣ�9LVXDO�$UWV
Ɣ�:RUOG�0XVLF
Ɣ�'XWFK�&XOWXUH�DQG�WUDGLWLRQV
Ɣ�&RRNHU\
Ɣ�6FLHQFH��5RFNHWV��)RUFHV�	�(QHUJ\��(OHFWULFLW\��&KHPLVWU\��(QYLURQPHQW�
Ɣ�:RUOG�&XOWXUH
Ɣ�<RJD
 
The programme currently begins with Active at AICS in group 0 and group 1 then 
develops into the rotating carousel of activities throughout the whole primary school.

Section 7 – Gemeente Amsterdam Special Programmes

Swimming
Group 5 students will participate in a swimming programme provided by the 
Gemeente Amsterdam. The Gemeente Amsterdam’s aim is for every child to 
REWDLQ�DW�OHDVW�WKHLU�$�GLSORPD��3DUHQWV�DUH�¿UVWO\�UHVSRQVLEOH�WR�HQVXUH�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�
are given the opportunity and support needed to obtain their A-diploma. This swim-
ming programme is provided to help facilitate success of this mission.
Swimming lessons take place weekly. The goal of these lessons is for students to 
attain a Dutch nationally accredited swimming diploma. Attendance is mandatory. 
Private bus transportation will be provided. Classroom teachers accompany the 
students to their swimming lessons. Students are required to have the following 
swim kit in order to be allowed to participate:

Ɣ�6ZLP�EDJ�PDUNHG�ZLWK�FKLOG¶V�QDPH
Ɣ�6ZLPPLQJ�VXLW
Ɣ�7RZHO
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Please clearly label all items with your child’s name. Failure to have their swim kit on 
a Swimming lesson day will result in an unexcused absence of participation. If your 
child needs to be excused from swimming lessons due to special circumstances, 
please provide your child’s teacher with a doctor’s note.
Students who have already obtained at least an A-diploma from the “ZWEM-ABC” 
ZLOO�EH�DEOH�WR�SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�WKH�¿UVW����OHVVRQV�RI�WKH�VZLPPLQJ�SURJUDPPH�LQ�RUGHU�
to practice for the next diploma. Students who have not yet received a “ZWEM-ABC” 
diploma will have 36 lessons to practice for one or more diplomas. Students who 
SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�RQO\�WKH�¿UVW����OHVVRQV�ZLOO�IROORZ�D�VSHFLDO�SURJUDPPH�DW�VFKRRO�ZLWK�
one of the Group 5 teachers for the remainder of the swimming lesson schedule.

Ice Skating
Group 5, 6 and 7 students will participate in an ice skating programme, along with 
other Dutch schools. These take place at the Jaap Eden Sports Centre.

Art/Music/Museum trips
We hope to be selected again this year to have our Group 6 and 7 classes partici-
pate in a programme consisting of a Concertgebouw Music workshop, and personal 
tours through museums around Amsterdam.

Section 8 - Transition
At the AICS, in line with its philosophy, each student is guided to achieve to the best 
of his or her ability. The AICS takes account of academic achievement , develop-
mental stage and skills in approaches to learning. The AICS only requires students 
to repeat a year in exceptional circumstances and when it is considered to be of 
OLNHO\�SHUVRQDO�RU�DFDGHPLF�EHQH¿W�WR�WKH�VWXGHQW�

New, Promoted and Leaving students 2012-2013
2012-13 % new students that joined the AICS:
Groups 0-3: 44%
Groups 4-7:  17% 

2012-13 %  students promoted to the next year:
Groups 0-3:  99%
Groups 4-7:  100% 

2012-13 % students leaving the school during or at the end of the school year 
Groups 0-3:  15%
Groups 4-7:  15%

The School Day

The Primary School Day 
PRIMARY
Groups 0-2 Groups 3-7
8:25 Arrival/School opens 8:15 Arrival/School opens
8:40 Registration/Lessons 

begin
8:25 Registration/Lessons 

begin

Staggered 
between  
10:00-10:30

Morning Break
15 minutes (snack time)
15 minutes (playtime)

Staggered 
between  
10:30-11:00

Morning Break
15 minutes (snack time)
15 minutes (playtime)

Lessons Lessons

Staggered 
between
12:00-13:00
(Group 3 
12.30-13.30)

Lunch Break
30 minutes (lunchtime)
30 minutes (playtime)

Staggered 
between
13:00-14:00

Lunch Break
30 minutes (lunchtime)
30 minutes (playtime)

15:15 End of day 15:15 End of day

:HGQHVGD\�¿QLVK�DW��������KDOI�GD\� :HGQHVGD\�¿QLVK�DW��������KDOI�GD\�

In 2013-2014:
3ULPDU\�*URXSV�����VWXGHQWV�ZLOO�KDYH������KRXUV�RI�HGXFDWLRQDO�OHDUQLQJ�WLPH�
3ULPDU\�*URXSV�����VWXGHQWV�ZLOO�KDYH������KRXUV�RI�HGXFDWLRQDO�OHDUQLQJ�WLPH�

Late Arrivals and Absences 
*URXSV�����RI¿FLDOO\�EHJLQ�DW�����DP�DQG�HQGV�DW������SP�0RQGD\�WR�)ULGD\��
with the exception of Wednesdays on which the school day end at 12:00pm. Groups 
0-2 start at 8:40am and ends at 15:15pm. Students arriving later than the beginning 
schedules above must report to the Caretaker, located at the entrance of the Primary 
school. Students will be given a late slip to take to their classroom teacher. This 
FRQ¿UPV�WKDW�WKH�VWXGHQW�LQ�TXHVWLRQ�KDV�EHHQ�HQWHUHG�DV�µSUHVHQW¶�LQ�WKH�VFKRRO¶V�
database. This is an important safety measure so that we are informed of who is in 
the building at all times.

Parents/guardians are responsible for the arrival of their children at the correct 
time. You will be contacted if your child consistently arrives late. Late arrivals will be 
UHFRUGHG�DQG�UHSRUWHG�WR�WKH�6FKRRO�7UXDQF\�2I¿FHU��,I�VWXGHQWV�DUH�QRW�LQ�VFKRRO��
and we have not heard from the parents/guardians by 9:00am we shall need to 
contact them to ensure the student’s safety.
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Late arrivals: Please remember to respect the learning that is taking place. Students 
should enter the classroom quietly. Please do not interrupt the lessons. Interruptions 
disrupt the concentration and learning of all. Please email the School Caretaker and 
your child’s teacher by 9am if you know that your child will be late or absent. Please 
provide the appropriate information to our caretaker so that our records can be 
properly updated and the teacher can be informed.

After School Clubs 
A variety of after school activities are organised every term. Children can  
participate in after school activities such as dance, sewing, languages, karate, 
zumba, inquiry and many more. Anyone interested in running an after school  
activity should contact the After School Clubs organiser Rosanna Russo email:  
r.russo@aics.espritscholen.nl You will be informed of these activities via the AICS 
Weekly. Parents will be billed for the After School activities in which their children 
participate. Activity choices should be made in order of preference.

Entry and Exit Procedure
We would also like to take the opportunity to thank you for the calm and friendly 
morning entry at reception. 
 
8.15: Group 3 to 7 children enter the school.  
(Please arrive between 8.15 and 8.20)
8.25: Group 0 to 2 children enter the school.  
(Please arrive between 8.25 and 8.30)
 
Parents with children in both sections of the school are welcome to wait in reception 
because of the additional wait time. As we do not have room for all parents from 
Groups 0 to 2 we respectfully ask EARLY parents to wait outside.
 
Please remember that if you choose to arrive early that you make sure your children 
are well wrapped up and water proofed against the elements.
 
In regard to afternoon pick-up, we would like to make the following requests due to 
student safety issues that have arisen:

1. Only students in Group 7 can be given permission by their parents (emailed to 
classroom teacher) to come to the reception to wait for parent/guardian pick-up.

2. Students in Group 4-7 who are picking up their younger sibling(s) must wait in the 
classroom of their sibling until parent/guardian pick-up.

3. Parents need to ensure that if their child has permission to go home alone  
(Group 7 only), that the classroom teacher has been informed (email).

We are making these requests in regard to the safety of your children and our 
students. We want to ensure that all of our students are supervised at all times 
during our afternoon exit routine.

Group 0-7 students can be collected from their classrooms. Please note that on 
Wednesday lessons end at 12:00.

If parents/guardians wish to allow their children to leave school alone at the end 
RI�WKH�VFKRRO�GD\��D�OHWWHU�RI�QRWL¿FDWLRQ�VKRXOG�EH�VHQW�WR�WKH�FODVV�WHDFKHU��7KLV�
should be renewed annually.

Break times 
Students are supervised by class teachers during morning break. Between 
12:00 and 14:00, a Lunchtime Supervision Team will supervise the students while 
they eat their lunch and play. An additional fee of approximately € 1.50 per school 
day per child will be charged to all Primary parents/guardians for this service. If you 
are interested in being on the Lunchtime Supervision Team please contact SKON, 
De Blauwe Rotspinguïn (020) 442 0130.

Snack and Lunch 
Students need to have a snack box with a drink, and a separate lunch box and drink 
provided from home. Parents/guardians are asked to send healthy foods and avoid 
VZHHWV��JODVV�FRQWDLQHUV�RU�¿]]\�GULQNV��3OHDVH�ODEHO�WKH�ER[HV�DQG�GULQN�FRQWDLQHUV�
with your child’s name, and mark clearly which box is for snack and for lunch.

Labelling your child’s belongings and clothes
Please label all your child’s belongings and clothes as there is always a large pile of 
unclaimed lost property by the end of each school term.

Messages for the teacher/Meeting with a teacher
As all classroom teachers, specialist teachers and teaching assistants are busy 
preparing for lessons or supervising entry areas in the morning so we ask that all 
parents who wish to communicate information to a teacher can do so via email. This 
way we can ensure all AICS staff can properly attend to their responsibilities in the 
morning. All parents will have the opportunity to speak to their child’s teacher at the 
end of the day when you pick up your child from the classroom. If you require more 
than a quick talk, please email your child’s teacher to set up a formal appointment.

Healthy eating protocol
We respectfully request that cakes, sweets, gum and party bags are not sent into 
school. Some children are allergic to certain ingredients or have dietary restrictions 
and some parents do not want their child exposed to these foods.
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Curriculum Information Secondary School

Our two programmes, the MYP (Middle Years Programme) and the DP (Diploma 
Programme) in the Secondary School are authorised by the IBO (International Bac-
calaureate Organisation). The aim of these programmes is to develop internationally 
minded people, who, recognising their common humanity and shared guardianship of 
the planet, help to create a better, more peaceful world. 
IB learners strive to be inquirers, knowledgeable, thinkers, communicators, principled, 
RSHQ�PLQGHG��FDULQJ��ULVN�WDNHUV��EDODQFHG�DQG�UHÀHFWLYH�

www.ibo.org

IBMYP (International Baccalaureate Middle Years Programme)
0<3���WR���VWXGHQWV�IROORZ�WKH�,%�0<3��OHDGLQJ�XS�WR�D�¿QDO�DVVHVVPHQW�LQ�0<3����,Q�
the IB Middle Years Programme, the students are taught a broad and balanced curric-
XOXP�RUJDQLVHG�LQWR�HLJKW�6XEMHFW�$UHDV�DQG�XQGHUSLQQHG�E\�¿YH�$UHDV�RI�,QWHUDFWLRQ��
7KH�¿YH�$UHDV�RI�,QWHUDFWLRQ�ZLOO�EH�DGGUHVVHG�LQ�D�FRQVLVWHQW�DQG�FUHDWLYH�IDVKLRQ��
primarily through the lessons, projects, special programmes and activities.

The Eight Subject Groups
1. Language A (English and Dutch)
2. Language B (English, Dutch and French or Spanish)
3. Mathematics
4. The Arts (Visual Arts, Music & Drama)
5. Sciences (Integrated Science, Physics, Chemistry and Biology)
6. Physical Education
7. Humanities (Geography, History & Religion)
8. Technology (Computer Technology and Design Technology)

The Five Areas of Interaction
1. Health and Social Education
2. Environments
3. Human Ingenuity
4. Community and Service
5. Approaches to Learning

6WXGHQWV�PD\�QRW�FKDQJH�ODQJXDJH�JURXSV�DIWHU�WKH�¿UVW�WKUHH�PRQWKV��7KLV�LV�DQ�,%2�
regulation.
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Overview of Lesson Hours (45 minutes) per Subject Area  
per week MYP 1-5

Subject Areas MYP 1&2 MYP 3-5 
Languages A and B Total: 11* Total: 11 
Dutch 4 4 

English 4 4 

French or Spanish *(except MYP1) 3 3 

Mathematics Total: 4 Total: 4 
Mathematics 4 4 

The Arts Total: 6 ** Total: 4** 
Art and Design 2 2 

Music 2 2 

Drama 2 2 

**(Choice of Music or Drama in MYP 3-5)   

Sciences Total: 3 Total: 6 
Integrated Science 3 - 

Physics - 2 

Chemistry - 2 

Biology - 2 

Physical Education Total: 3 Total: 2 
Physical Education Year 1-2 3 - 

Physical Education Year 3-5 - 2 

Humanities Total: 4 Total: 4 
History and Religion 2 2 

Geography 2 2 

Technology Total: 2 Total: 2 
Design Technology - 2 

Computer Technology 2 - 

Mentor Hour 1*** 1*** 1*** 

***(two Mentor Hours in MYP 1 and 5)   

Personal Project (PP) 
MYP5 students work on their Personal Project (PP). Each student is allocated a Pro-
ject Supervisor from the Secondary School staff. 
The Project Supervisor will be responsible for practical advice during the creation of 
the project. Final evaluation of the PP will be the responsibility of the MYP teaching 
staff. These projects will be evaluated using assessment criteria and will be taken into 
consideration when deciding on promotion at the end of the academic year. 

IBDP (International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme)
,Q�WKH�¿QDO�WZR�\HDUV�VWXGHQWV�IROORZ�WKH�,%'3��,QWHUQDWLRQDO�%DFFDODXUHDWH�'LSORPD�
3URJUDPPH��FXOPLQDWLQJ�LQ�WKH�RI¿FLDO�,%�([DPLQDWLRQV�DW�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�WZR�\HDU�
course of study. Successful participation in this programme leads to the acquisition of 
the IB Diploma, offering entrance into universities and institutions of further education 
worldwide.

The IBDP for Dutch students living permanently in The Netherlands
A maximum of twenty Dutch students per school year can apply for a place in our 
IBDP. Successful applicants will, in cooperation with the DP Leader for Learning, 
determine which subjects they will take. This depends on their interests, talents, previ-
ous and subsequent schooling.

IB Diploma Programme Subject Choice Overview
Students in the IB Diploma Programme need to choose six subjects: three at Higher 
Level (HL) and three at Standard Level (SL). HL subjects are chosen based on the 
student’s academic strengths and interest in those subjects, requirements of institu-
tions of tertiary learning and the advice of the Careers Counsellor and subject teach-
ers. SL subjects cover topics in less depth than HL subjects and are intended to give 
the IBDP student a well-rounded education. HL subjects are usually timetabled for 
¿YH�WHDFKLQJ�SHULRGV�SHU�ZHHN��6/�VXEMHFWV�DUH�WLPHWDEOHG�WRJHWKHU�ZLWK�+/�VXEMHFWV��
but require a minimum of three teaching periods per week. Students are required 
to choose one subject from each of the six subject groups. It is formally possible to 
take two Languages A instead of (or in addition to) a Language A and a Language B 
(subject to timetabling constraints). 
In addition to their six subjects, all IB Diploma Programme students will follow lessons 
LQ�7KHRU\�RI�.QRZOHGJH��)XUWKHUPRUH��WKH\�PXVW�ZULWH�DQ�([WHQGHG�(VVD\�DQG�IXO¿OO�
the requirements of the Creativity, Action and Service (CAS) programme. 
In exceptional cases students may be allowed to choose a seventh subject as an Ex-
WUD�&HUWL¿FDWH�VXEMHFW��7KLV�PD\�EH�WDNHQ�DW�+LJKHU�RU�6WDQGDUG�/HYHO��7KH�'3�/HDGHU�
for Learning, with the advice of the subject teachers, decides whether or not a student 
will be allowed to take a seventh subject in the DP.
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Subject Group Subject 
Group 1: Studies in Language 
and Literature*

English Literature HL/SL 
English Language Literature HL/SL 
Dutch Language Literature HL/SL 
*Self-Taught Languages A1 (SL only)

Group 2: Language Acquisition English B HL/SL 
Dutch B HL/SL 
Spanish B HL/SL 
Spanish Ab Initio (SL only)
OR AN EXTRA GROUP 1 LANGUAGE

Group 3: Individuals  
and Societies

Geography HL/SL 
History HL/SL 
Economics HL/SL 
Business Management HL/SL

Group 4: Experimental  
Sciences

Biology HL/SL 
Physics HL/SL 
Chemistry HL/SL 
Environmental Systems & Societies (SL only)

Group 5: Mathematics  
and Computer Science

Mathematics Higher Level 
Mathematics Standard Level 
Mathematical Studies SL

Group 6: The Arts Visual Arts HL/SL 
ANY CHOICE FROM GROUPS 1,2,3 and 4

Promotion Policy
At the AICS, in line with its philosophy, each student is guided to achieve to the 
best of his or her ability. The AICS takes account both of achievement grades and 
approaches to learning. Students successfully complete a year of study by meeting 
the requirements of the IBMYP and IBDP Assessment Criteria. In addition to the 
academic requirements, the student must demonstrate commitment to the Commu-
nity & Service and CAS Programmes.

The AICS only requires students to skip or repeat a year when it is considered to 
EH�RI�SHUVRQDO�RU�DFDGHPLF�EHQH¿W�WR�WKH�VWXGHQW��7KH�GHFLVLRQ�QRW�WR�SURPRWH�D�
student is taken with an individual student’s best interests in mind, both personal and 
academic. This decision is designed to give a student more opportunity to meet the 
requirements for that MYP or DP level. Please Note: At the AICS it is not possible to 
re-sit in two consecutive years, or to re-sit a year twice.
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Promotion Criteria MYP1 to MYP4 
No grades lower than 4 promoted 
1 x 3 and an average of 4 or more promoted 
1 x 2 and an average of 4 or more promoted 
2 x 3 and an average of 4 or more promoted 
1 x 2 and 1 x 3 and an average of 4 or more promoted 
2 x 3 and 1 x 2 and an average of 4 or more promoted 
3 x 3 and an average of 4 or more promoted 
Other cases not promoted 

In addition, students are required to complete the prescribed minimum number of 
KRXUV��0<3���¿YH�KRXUV��0<3���	����WHQ�KRXUV��0<3����WZHQW\�KRXUV��0<3����WKLUW\�
hours) for the Community & Service programme. 

Promotion Criteria MYP5 – DP1
Ɣ�$�'3�VXEMHFW�DW�WKH�+LJKHU�/HYHO�FDQ�RQO\�EH�WDNHQ�LI�WKH�¿QDO�JUDGH�LQ�0<3���IRU�
WKLV�VXEMHFW�LV�¿YH�RU�KLJKHU��,Q�RUGHU�WR�WDNH�'3�0DWKV�+/��WKH�FULWHULD�IRU�0DWKV�
extended must have been met. A minimum of a four is necessary for a Standard 
Level subject.

Ɣ� ,Q�RUGHU�WR�WDNH�'3�3K\VLFV��&KHPLVWU\�RU�%LRORJ\�DW�HLWKHU�+/�RU�6/��VWXGHQWV�
must have achieved:

 o Crit. C 4/6
 o Crit. D 3/6
 o Crit. E 3/6
Ɣ� ,Q�RUGHU�WR�WDNH�'3�0DWKV�6WDQGDUG�/HYHO�VWXGHQWV�PXVW�KDYH�DFKLHYHG
 o Crit. A 4/8 Maths extended
 o Crit. A 6/8 Maths standard
Ɣ� ,Q�RUGHU�WR�WDNH�'3�0DWKV�+LJKHU�/HYHO�VWXGHQWV�PXVW�KDYH�DFKLHYHG
 o Crit. A > 7 at Maths extended
Ɣ�)RU�(66�DQG�0DWKV�6WXGLHV�WKH�RQO\�UHTXLUHPHQW�LV�D�SURPRWLRQDO�UHSRUW�
Ɣ�7KH�VWXGHQW�LV�DOORZHG�WR�VFRUH�RQH�PDUN�EHORZ�WKH�UHTXLUHPHQWV�VHW�DERYH�

Overall results and non-chosen subjects.
Ɣ�)RU�WKH�QRQ�FKRVHQ�VXEMHFWV��WKH�VWXGHQW�LV�QRW�DOORZHG�WR�KDYH�PRUH�LQVXI¿FLHQW�

grades than:
 o three mark threes or
 o one mark two and one mark three.
Ɣ�7KH�RYHUDOO�UHVXOW�KDV�WR�OHDG�WR�DQ�DYHUDJH�RI���RU�PRUH�
Ɣ�7KH�3HUVRQDO�3URMHFW�FRXQWV�DV�RQH�QRQ�FKRVHQ�VXEMHFW�
Ɣ�6WXGHQWV�DUH�UHTXLUHG�WR�FRPSOHWH�WKH�SUHVFULEHG�PLQLPXP�QXPEHU�RI�KRXUV������

for the Community & Service programme.

Promotion Criteria IB Diploma Programme 
To qualify for promotion from DP 1 to DP 2 the students must reach an overall score 
of 24 points for their 6 chosen subjects and a minimum of D in Theory of Knowledge. 
That means that for 7 subjects the average mark must be 4. A grade 2 for a Higher 
Level subject is a failing condition, as is a grade 3 for a Higher Level subject not 
compensated by a grade 5 for another Higher Level subject. A grade 1 for a Higher 
or Standard Level subject is a failing condition, as is more than one grade two. For 
the seven subjects the student may not score more than three grades 3, or more 
than two grades 3 if there is also a grade 2 for a Standard Level subject.
When the overall result suffers from just one failing condition, the student will be 
allowed a re-test. The student can indicate if he/she has a preference for the subject 
of re-test, but this must be one subject for which a failing grade was achieved. 
The teachers will decide during the Report Meeting in which subject the student is 
allowed to take a re-test. Re-tests are taken on the day after the report meeting. 

At the end of the academic year, the student must have achieved a minimum of 50 
points for CAS. For the Extended Essay, the students should have met the neces-
VDU\�GHDGOLQHV�DQG�VKRZ�VXI¿FLHQW�SURJUHVV��6KRXOG�RQH�RI�WKHVH�WZR�FRQGLWLRQV�
not be met, then the student will not be eligible to follow lessons in DP2 until the 
RXWVWDQGLQJ�&$6�DQG�([WHQGHG�(VVD\�ZRUN�KDV�EHHQ�VXI¿FLHQWO\�FRPSOHWHG�EHIRUH�
the start of the new academic year.

Status of Mock Exams in DP2 
Mock Exams in January/February are an opportunity for students to experience the 
¿QDO�'3�([DPLQDWLRQV�LQ�DV�UHDOLVWLF�D�VHWWLQJ�DV�SRVVLEOH��0RFN�([DPV�DUH�QRW�XVHG�
as a predictive tool for the DP examinations. Students who aren’t ready for the DP 
H[DPLQDWLRQV�VKRXOG�EH�LGHQWL¿HG�DQG�NHSW�EDFN�DW�WKH�HQG�RI�'3��

In the exceptional case where teachers have severe doubts about the student’s abil-
ity to obtain the IB Diploma after the Mock Exams, parents will be fully informed of 
the risks involved. In consultation with the school, parents may choose to withdraw 
their child from the May examination session.

Conditions for the Award of the Diploma (at the end of DP2) 
All assessment components for each of the six subjects and the additional IB 
Diploma requirements must be completed in order to qualify for the award of the IB 
Diploma, except under certain conditions (refer to Section VIIC: DP Handbook for 
Coordinators and Teachers). 
The IB Diploma will be awarded to a candidate whose total score is 
24, 25, 26 or 27 points, provided all the following requirements have been met.
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1. Numeric grades have been awarded in all six subjects registered for the IB 
Diploma. 

2. All CAS requirements have been met. 
3. There is no grade 1 in any subject. 
4. There is no grade 2 at Higher Level. 
5. There is no more than one grade 2 at Standard Level. 
6. Overall, there are no more than three grades 3 or below. 
7. At least 12 points have been gained on Higher Level (or 16 points if a candidate 

is registered for four Higher Level subjects). 
8. At least 9 points have been gained on Standard Level subjects (or 6 points if a 

candidate is registered for two Standard Level subjects). 
9. There is no grade ‘E’ recorded for either the Extended Essay or  

Theory of Knowledge.
����7KH�¿QDO�DZDUG�FRPPLWWHH�KDV�QRW�MXGJHG�WKH�FDQGLGDWH�WR�EH�JXLOW\� 

of malpractice. 

The IB Diploma will be awarded to a candidate whose total score is 28 points or 
above, provided the following requirements have been met. 

1. Numeric grades have been awarded in all six subjects registered for the IB 
Diploma. 

2. Grades A (highest) to E (lowest) have been awarded for both Theory of  
Knowledge and an Extended Essay, with a grade of at least D in one of them. 

3. All CAS requirements have been met. 
4. There is no grade 1 in any subject. 
5. There is no more than one grade 2 at Higher level. 
6. There are no more than two grades 2 at Standard Level. 
7. Overall, there are no more than three grades 3 or below. 
8. At least 11 points have been gained on Higher Level subjects  

(or 14 points if a candidate is registered for four Higher Level subjects). 
9. At least 8 points have been gained on Standard Level subjects
 (or 5 points if a candidate is registered for two Standard Level subjects). 
����7KH�¿QDO�DZDUG�FRPPLWWHH�KDV�QRW�MXGJHG�WKH�FDQGLGDWH�WR�EH�JXLOW\�RI� 

malpractice. 

A maximum of three examination sessions is allowed in which to satisfy 
the requirements for the award of the IB Diploma.
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The Secondary School Day 

Secondary 
MYP 1-3 MYP4 -DP2* 
Start Finish Description Start Finish Description 

08:30 Register 08:30 Register 

08:30 09:15 1st Period 08:30 09:15 1st Period 

09:15 10:00 2nd Period 09:15 10:00 2nd Period 

10:00 10:15 Morning Break 10:00 10:15 Morning Break 

10:15 11:00 3rd Period 10:15 11:00 3rd Period 

11:00 11:45 4th Period 11:00 11:45 4th Period 

11:45 12:30 Lunch Break 
= 5th Period 

11:45 12:30 5th Period 

12:30 13:15 6th Period 12:30 13:15 Lunch Break 
= 6th Period 

13:15 14:00 7th Period 13:15 14:00 7th Period 

14:00 14:45 8th Period 14:00 14:45 8th Period 

14:45 15:00 Afternoon Break 14:45 15:00 Afternoon Break 

15:00 15:45 9th Period 15:00 15:45 9th Period 

 15:45 END of Day 15:45 16:30 10th Period

   16:30 END of Day 

DP timetables differ according to subject choice 

*Thursdays school ends at 2pm. 

*Please note that lessons end after 7th period (at 14:00) on Thursday afternoons. 
Depending on the timetabling constraints, the school day may start and/or end 
earlier or later for some classes. Timetables are given to students at the start of 
the school year and maybe subject to change in response to changes in teaching 
personnel.

In 2013-2014:
Ɣ�,%�0<3���VWXGHQWV�ZLOO�KDYH�����KRXUV�RI�HGXFDWLRQDO�OHDUQLQJ�WLPH�
Ɣ�,%�0<3���DQG���DQG���VWXGHQWV�ZLOO�KDYH������KRXUV�RI�HGXFDWLRQDO�OHDUQLQJ�WLPH�
Ɣ�,%�0<3���VWXGHQWV�ZLOO�KDYH������KRXUV�RI�HGXFDWLRQDO�OHDUQLQJ�WLPH�
Ɣ�,%�'3���DQG�,%�'3���VWXGHQWV�ZLOO�KDYH�D�WRWDO�RI������KRXUV�RI�HGXFDWLRQDO�OHDUQ-

ing time over two years.

New, Promoted and Leaving students 2012-2013

2012-13 % new students that joined the AICS:
MYP 1-5: 25%
DP 1:  29%
DP 2:  9%

2012-13 % students promoted to next year in:
MYP 1-5: 98% 
DP 1: 86% 

2012-13 % students leaving the school during or at the end of the school year 
MYP 1-5: 14% 
DP 1:  4% 

��������'LSORPD�3URJUDPPH�¿QDO�H[DP�UHVXOWV�
73% received the full IB Diploma
85% expected pass rate after November re-sits

Destin AICS ions
AICS Graduates are to be found in many different countries and institutions in the 
world. The studies, courses and paths they have chosen also differ tremendously 
from one student to the next. Amongst the institutions and degree courses attended 
by our graduates are the following:

University of Virginia School of Architecture BA (with honors) Architecture and Design 
��(UDVPXV�8QLYHUVLW\�%$�(FRQRPLFV�DQG�2SHUDWLRQV�5HVHDUFK���/LEHUDO�$UWV�8QLYHU-
VLW\�RI�&DOJDU\���/HLGHQ�8QLYHUVLW\�6FKRRO�RI�/DZ���8QLYHUVLWH�GH�3DULV�%$�7UDQVOD-
WLRQ�(QJOLVK�6SDQLVK���5XWJHUV�8QLYHUVLW\�%$�/LEHUDO�$UWV���8QLYHUVLW\�RI�7RURQWR�
%$�9HWHULQDU\�6FLHQFHV���8QLYHUVLW\�RI�3UHWRULD�%$�$SSOLHG�0DWKHPDWLFV��:RUNV�DW�
&3/�,QWHJUDWHG�6HUYLFHV�DQG�+HZOHWW�3DFNDUG���4XHHQ�0DU\�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�/RQGRQ�
%$�*HRJUDSKLFDO�6FLHQFHV���8QLYHUVLW\�RI�$PVWHUGDP�%$�(GXFDWLRQDO�6FLHQFH�DQG�
&KLOG�'HYHORSPHQW��:RUNV�IRU�&LQH.LG���7KH�+DJXH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�$SSOLHG�6FLHQFHV��
,QWHUQDWLRQDO�/DZ��VWXG\�DEURDG�SURJUDP����78�'HOIW�)DFXOW\�RI�$UFKLWHFWXUH��:RUNV�
IRU�3KLOLSV���8QLYHUVLW\�IRU�&UHDWLYH�$UWV��(SVRP���%$�0XVLF�FRPSRVLWLRQ�DQG�WKHRU\��
FODVVLFDO�SHUIRUPDQFH�(YDQJHO�8QLYHUVLW\���7KH�+DJXH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�$SSOLHG�6FLHQFHV�
BA International Communication.
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Extra-Curricular Clubs and Activities 
It is important to note that we encourage AICS students to participate in community 
sports and activities as much as possible. It is for this reason that our extra-
curricular selection is limited to activities not necessarily to be found in the local 
community offerings. AICS offerings include (MUN) Model United Nations (€100 per 
year), Science & Business Clubs (€50 per year), and involvement in the production 
of the School Yearbook, Student Council and Student Peer Counselling. Participa-
tion in these activities may incur additional costs.

The use of portable ICT devices
All MYP 3 students and above will be required to bring their own portable ICT device 
on a daily basis. This device must have a minimum sized screen of 10 inches and 
access to the internet. For MYP 1 and 2 students the school will provide portable 
laptop trolleys.

Leaving Campus during School Hours
Students in MYP1 and MYP2 are not allowed to leave the school premises unsuper-
vised during school time. MYP3, 4 and 5 students are given the privilege of leaving 
the school premises during the breaks only. DP students are given the privilege of 
leaving school premises during breaks and study periods. These privileges can be 
revoked at any time if misused.

Snack and Lunch 
Students are recommended to bring a healthy snack, lunch and drink from home. The 
AICS also provides a canteen facility. This is run by clients (staff) of Cordaan with two 
coaches (supervisors). The clients also assist in caretaker duties and run the World 
Cafe downstairs for staff and parents. All of Cordaan’s clients have disabilities. They 
work and learn to prepare themselves for entering the workforce. It gives them the 
opportunity to participate in society and become more independent.

Late Arrivals and Sick Leave
Lates – please phone 020 577 12 54 before 8.30am or 
email info@aics.espritscholen.nl 
Absences – For MYP, please email an explanation to 
to info@aics.espritscholen.nl
Absences - For DP, please email an explanation to info@aics.espritscholen.nl
Whole school guidelines concerning Leave of Absence can be found in this School 
Guide. When a child is ill for a day or more, the school takes no further action, unless 
the absence forms part of a pattern, in which case further information may be request-
ed. If the child has an unexplained absence, a detention is awarded. If the child or 
the parents feel that this detention is undeserved, they should contact the Leader for 
Learning and provide evidence to show that the absence was valid.
Please note that if a child is 15 or more minutes late for a lesson, that lateness is 
recorded as an absence and a detention is awarded.
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Standardised Testing
Standardised testing is a way of assessing children within an age group to see if they 
are making appropriate developmental progress in relation to a majority of children 
of their age. It is also a way for our school to monitor the quality, breadth of cover-
age and balance of the curriculum we are delivering. Our standardised tests look at 
development in numeracy and literacy.

We carry out standardised testing in May and we endeavour to ensure that our ap-
proach is not stressful to the students and that they have a positive experience of 
testing.
 
The Standardised Test data results are communicated in the Progress Reports  
twice a year.
 
The Primary Student Forum
:H�EHOLHYH�WKDW�DOO�HIIHFWLYH�OHDUQLQJ�EHJLQV�ZLWK�D�KDSS\��FRQ¿GHQW�FKLOG�
 
As such we work very closely with the Student Support Team (SST) in ensuring 
that every child has their individual needs catered for. At some stage in everyone’s 
development there are challenges to be met and this is a normal aspect of effective 
learning.
 
Once a month the Primary teachers engage in a meeting called the Primary Student 
Forum. At the meeting individual students are discussed in relation to one or more of 
the following areas:
 
Ɣ�7KHLU�VRFLDO�DQG�HPRWLRQDO�QHHGV
Ɣ�7KHLU�KDSSLQHVV�DQG�ZHOO�EHLQJ
Ɣ�7KHLU�KHDOWK
Ɣ�7KHLU�DFDGHPLF�SURJUHVV
 
The purpose of the meeting is to establish areas of need and to suggest support 
strategies to maximise their well being and learning potential. The meetings are 
small scale and include the class teacher(s), specialist teacher, Leader for Learning 
and a member of the SST. We operate a strict policy of:
 

Assessment, Reporting and Parent-Teacher 
Meetings at the AICS
Assessment at the AICS is an on-going process of collecting and interpreting 
evidence for use by students, teachers and parents/guardians to decide where the 
students are in their learning, where they need to go, and how best to get there.

Primary School
The school year is divided into four seasonal terms of:

Term 1: Autumn
Term 2: Winter
Term 3: Spring
Term 4: Summer

Throughout the approximately 10 week terms the teachers engage in formative as-
sessments. This means that the children’s everyday work is being monitored in an 
unobtrusive manner through an initiative called Learning Spectrums.
 
Learning Spectrums carefully follow the conceptual development and intrinsic moti-
vational factors of the learning process including personal development, learning to 
learn, literacy and later in the academic year in numeracy too. The spectrums allow 
teachers to differentiate instruction appropriately to the level of the individual student 
and allow parents to see progression more clearly. 
 
This data can be discussed with the classroom teacher at any time but it is also 
reported on summatively as follows:

This data can be discussed with the classroom teacher at any time but it is also 
reported on summatively as follows:
 
1. There are three progress reports: one in November, one in February and one in 

June.
2. In December and March a Parent-teacher Conference takes place. This is a 

formal meeting where teachers and parents look at progress and learning goals.
3. In June a Student Led Conference is held where parents can view and celebrate 

the work of their children. The nature of this portfolio approach varies according 
to the age of the children.
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Student Support Circle
(for Primary & Secondary)

The Student Support System at the AICS aims to give all students maximum support 
and opportunities to develop in a positive way to their full potential. 
The child is at the centre of the Student Support System. Along with the class teach-
ers the following members of staff are involved in the guidance of students:

$�&RQ¿GHQWLDOLW\�3HUVRQ�LV�DOZD\V�DYDLODEOH�IRU�FRQ¿GHQWLDO�GLVFXVVLRQV�ZLWK�VWXGHQWV�
and staff regarding any matters of personal concern.

The Leaders for Learning, with the help of particular support staff members (e.g. 
Caretakers, Class Assistants, Lab Assistant) are responsible for matters of student 
safety and discipline. The Leaders for Learning along with others in stages 1 and 2 of 
the Student Support Circle, work together in the Student Support Team (SST). 
The Headmaster, with the Leaders for Learning and others in stages 1-3, work to-
gether in the Student Support Team Plus (SST+).

Ɣ�'LJQLW\
Ɣ�5HVSHFW
Ɣ�3ULYDF\
Ɣ�&RQ¿GHQWLDOLW\
 
As such any notes recorded at the forum do not contain the name of the student and 
GR�QRW�JR�RQ�WKH�VFKRRO�UHFRUGV�RU�¿OHV�
 
We also value and believe in the parents vital role and partnership in their child’s 
OHDUQLQJ�ZLWK�XV�LQ�VFKRRO��&RQVHTXHQWO\��ZH�KDYH�D�WUDI¿F�OLJKW�V\VWHP�WKDW�HQVXUHV�
that you are also fully informed of these discussions and the support strategies. The 
WUDI¿F�OLJKWV�ZRUN�DV�IROORZV�

RED: The student is discussed at student forum and small scale classroom interven-
tions are suggested. (This is normal practice in all schools but usually done infor-
mally). The class teacher may mention this to the parent if required. Most of the time 
this is not reported home.

AMBER: The discussion has raised a concern that may require some support from 
home (e.g. a trip to the doctor/dentist, or a small scale observation by the Leader for 
Learning or Learning Support Assistant). At this stage the Leader for Learning will 
contact the parent at home and let them know what is happening.

GREEN: This is where the SST are involved in either observation, testing or a need 
to seek outside advice from an agency. Any testing or interventions are only carried 
out with your signed permission. You will be called to a supportive and friendly meet-
ing where the issues of concern are discussed and together we agree on the best 
way forward for your child.

Secondary School Reports
6HFRQGDU\�5HSRUWV�DUH�VHQW�WR�SDUHQWV�JXDUGLDQV�IRXU�WLPHV�D�\HDU��LQ�1RYHPEHU�
(Progress Report), February (Mid-Year Report), April (Progress Report), and July 
(End of Year Report). MYP Progress Reports contain a summary of progress, a 
summative grade in April and Teacher Comments in both cases. The Mid and End-
of-Year Reports are summative and indicate criterion-referenced assessment and 
numerical grades for each subject. DP Reports all contain a summative grade and 
Teacher Comments. Four times a year, teachers discuss together the progress of 
each individual student in Report Meetings.
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guardians to discuss the psycho-educational report and provide practical advice. 
:KHQ�UHTXLUHG��D�VXSSRUW�SURJUDPPH�ZLOO�EH�SXW�LQ�SODFH��LQFOXGLQJ�D�/HDUQLQJ�3UR¿OH�
and an Individual Educational Plan (IEP).

The Student Support Leader has regular meetings with the outside specialists such as 
WKH�6FKRRO�'RFWRU��6RFLDO�:RUNHUV�DQG�WKH�7UXDQF\�2I¿FHU�ZKR�IRUP�WKH�6WXGHQW�6XS-
port Team Plus (SST+). When students have needs which cannot be catered for within 
existing school structures they are referred to the SST+ for advice and external support. 
Should students require further diagnostic assessment, support or therapy they may be 
referred to external specialists or outside agencies. This could incur extra costs.

The SEN Specialist in Primary and Secondary School is responsible for some edu-
cational screening and support for academic needs within an individual or a group 
setting at school. Based on the screening results and classroom observations the 
SEN Specialist advises the teacher about implementing developmentally appropriate 
intervention programmes to support the student. When remediation instruction is rec-
RPPHQGHG��/HDUQLQJ�3UR¿OHV�DUH�FUHDWHG��,QGLYLGXDO�(GXFDWLRQ�3ODQV��,(3��DUH�GUDZQ�
up, and Progress Reports are written. These are all updated regularly.

The Classroom Teacher in Primary School conducts an age-appropriate pastoral care 
SURJUDPPH�DQG�LV�WKH�¿UVW�FRQWDFW�SHUVRQ�IRU�VWXGHQWV�DQG�SDUHQWV�JXDUGLDQV��2QFH�
a month the Primary Classroom Teachers engage in a meeting called the Primary 
Student Forum (also see Curriculum Information Primary School).

The Mentor in Secondary School conducts an age-appropriate pastoral care pro-
gramme, monitors students’ overall academic, social-emotional and behavioural 
GHYHORSPHQW��DQG�LV�WKH�¿UVW�FRQWDFW�SHUVRQ�IRU�VWXGHQWV�DQG�SDUHQWV�JXDUGLDQV�

The Student Liaison Leader deals with all issues concerning student welfare. He 
works with mentors, teachers, students and the Leaders for Learning to ensure appro-
priate and effective support for all secondary students.

The Careers Counsellor is responsible for careers and subject choice counselling for 
the Secondary students. 

The School Counsellor is available for students with challenging social and emotional 
situations.
Peer Coaches are Secondary School students who are trained and supervised to help 
and assist their fellow students with all kind of challenges, ranging from settling in to a 
QHZ�FODVV�VFKRRO��PHGLDWLRQ�RI�GLVSXWHV�DQG�SHDFHIXO�FRQÀLFW�UHVROXWLRQ�

The Student Support Team Leader, is responsible for supervising counselling and 
SEN services within the Student Support Department. When concerns arise about a 
student, the Classroom Teacher (Primary) or Mentor (Secondary) will express con-
cerns to the Leader for Learning. 
The concerns will then be discussed at the Student Forum (Primary) and Mentor 
Meetings (Secondary) where a member of the Student Support Team (SST) will 
be present. Adjustment and differentiation maybe advised and implemented. If con-
FHUQV�FRQWLQXH�DQG�WKH�VWXGHQW�LV�VWLOO�QRW�PDNLQJ�VXI¿FLHQW�SURJUHVV��DQ�667�
Referral can be completed. Then the Student Support Team will decide upon a 
support plan which will entail further observations and/or screening. The student’s 
parents/guardians are always informed at all stages of concern and asked for consent 
in case further assessment/outside expertise is recommended. The Educational Psy-
chologist carries out a limited number of psycho-educational screenings and/or ap-
SURSULDWH�DVVHVVPHQWV�WR�LQYHVWLJDWH�ZKHWKHU�D�VWXGHQW�GLVSOD\V�DFDGHPLF�GLI¿FXOWLHV��
VRFLDO�HPRWLRQDO�DQG�EHKDYLRXUDO�GLI¿FXOWLHV��$IWHU�DQ\�DVVHVVPHQW��WKH�(GXFDWLRQDO�
Psychologist will hold a follow-up conference with the students’ teacher and parents/
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Code of Conduct for Students, 
Staff and Parents/Guardians

(Please also refer to the Primary and Secondary School Student Handbooks)

Introduction
The Code of Conduct for AICS students, Staff and Parents/Guardians is an instru-
PHQW�WR�SXW�RXU�PLVVLRQ�LQWR�SUDFWLFH��WR�IDFLOLWDWH�KLJK�TXDOLW\��DFFHVVLEOH��FRPPXQLW\�
based international learning for students of all nationalities living in The Netherlands. 
It is also an instrument used to work towards our vision. 
Students, Staff and Parents/Guardians are expected to be committed to our Code of 
Conduct.

Students

1. Attitude
We are engaged and self-motivated. We maximise our learning experience. This 
means that homework is done on time and that we are in class on time, to get ready 
for planned activities and for lessons to start. We make sure the right materials are 
brought for the tasks set and that they are taken out and ready for use. We do not 
wait for the teacher to give instructions to do so.

2. Organisation
:H�PDNH�JRRG�XVH�RI�RXU�WLPH��7KLV�PHDQV�WKDW�WKH�¿UVW�IHZ�PLQXWHV�RI�DQ�DFWLYLW\�DUH�
used to organise materials and to check whether everything is in the right order. We 
may receive some materials for activities, upon which our name and the date should 
be written. We all have an agenda, which we use for recording our assignments and 
planning our activities.

3. Behaviour
We behave with courtesy and consideration and we show respect for those in author-
ity and for the feelings and rights of our classmates. This means that we are polite 
to everyone and that we try to be positive and encouraging towards ourselves and 
others at all times.

4. Responsibility 
:H�KDYH�WKH�¿QDO�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�IRU�RXU�ZRUN�DQG�RXU�EHKDYLRXU��7KLV�PHDQV�WKDW�ZH�
take action if we have missed a class and need to catch up on our assignments.
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If we know in advance we are going to miss a class, we will inform school in advance 
and ask our teacher what assignments we will miss. It is up to us to make sure we 
hand in the work to our teacher on an agreed date. Taking responsibility means that 
we can never refer to someone else’s behaviour to justify our own actions. We are 
expected to be on the school premises for the scheduled on-site activities, where all 
rules of normal conduct and behaviour apply. When in doubt as to correct conduct, we 
refer to the Student Handbook or to our teachers. In certain circumstances the Lead-
HUV�IRU�/HDUQLQJ�DUH�MXVWL¿HG�WR�RUJDQLVH�DQ�
unannounced search anywhere in the school building.

Staff
1. We demonstrate personal engagement to our commitments as teachers, as well 

as enabling and inviting our students to participate whole-heartedly in their educa-
tion.

2. We enable and invite both students and colleagues to participate in their education 
in a safe manner – both physically and mentally – and to anticipate and prevent 
threatening or unsafe situations.

3. We make students aware of their duties through open communication, by being 
role-models for them in displays of conduct, such as being courteous, friendly and 
respectful.

4. We invite students to be self-motivated and to show initiative, whilst we attempt to 
model these behaviours ourselves at all times.

5. We implement transparent and constructive working rules to enable positive 
interaction between all members of the learning community. This includes being 
sensitive to the needs any students may have due to their individual backgrounds 
or learning styles and/or capabilities. We are willing to provide differentiated educa-
tion according to the needs of the student.

6. We encourage effective teamwork. Furthermore, we encourage teachers to seek 
opportunities to enhance the learning experience by involving the whole  
community. 

7. We accept full responsibility as educators, for making students aware of their 
responsibilities in their learning process and in interaction with our community. 

8. We promote a clean and healthy community, whilst encouraging and enabling 
students to do the same.

Parents/Guardians 

Communication 
���:KHQ�ZH�KDYH�D�FRQFHUQ�RU�FRPSODLQW��ZH�¿UVW�GLVFXVV�WKH�PDWWHU�ZLWK�RXU�FKLOG¶V�

teacher. If the matter is not resolved, we discuss it with the Mentor (Secondary 
School) or Leader for Learning/Student Liaison Leader, Secondary. If, after seeing 
WKH�/HDGHU�IRU�/HDUQLQJ��ZH�DUH�VWLOO�QRW�VDWLV¿HG��ZH�UHIHU�WR�WKH�+HDGPDVWHU��:H�
contact the school to schedule a date and time convenient to all participants. In the 
event the matter is still unresolved after its referral to the school management, it 
FDQ�EH�DGGUHVVHG�WR�WKH�VFKRRO¶V�&RQ¿GHQWLDOLW\�3HUVRQ��DQ�H[WHUQDO�&RQ¿GHQWLDOLW\�
Person or the Esprit Executive Board (for contact details, see under Contact Us). It 
is inappropriate to co-copy other parents into emails to the classroom teacher that 
voice concerns or complaints.

2. We notify the school immediately about any changes of address or telephone num-
bers. This is a crucial aspect of our duty of care for your child.

���:H�LQIRUP�WKH�VFKRRO�RI¿FH�VWDII�LQ�ZULWLQJ�DERXW�DQ\�PHGLFDO�LVVXHV�RU�RWKHU�VSHFLDO�
needs that our child may have.

Courtesy
1. We check in at the Reception Desk upon arrival at the school.
2. In order to maintain a relaxed and safe atmosphere at school, we ensure that our 

children do not take the following items to school: pets, cigarettes or any other 
tobacco products, alcohol, drugs or weapons. We encourage them to  
respect the school’s clear guidelines for the use of mobile phones, I-pods etcetera

3. We ensure that all required payments to the school are made on time.

Attendance
1. We are responsible for our child’s attendance at school. In case of illness, we 
FRQWDFW�WKH�6FKRRO�2I¿FH�E\������DP�RQ�WKH�¿UVW�GD\�RI�DEVHQFH��DQG�WKHQ�NHHS�
the school informed -on a daily basis- of our child’s condition, as well as provid-
ing medical documentation on request. We inform the school in advance of any 
medical or other appointments which cannot be scheduled outside of school hours. 
+ROLGD\V�WDNHQ�GXULQJ�WKH�VFKRRO�WHUP�QHHG�VSHFL¿F�SHUPLVVLRQ�IURP�WKH�'XWFK�
Education Authorities as well as the Headmaster (see Leave of Absence).

���:H�HQVXUH�WKDW�RXU�FKLOG�LV�DW�VFKRRO����PLQXWHV�LQ�DGYDQFH�RI�WKH�¿UVW�OHVVRQ��
/DWHQHVV�LQWHUUXSWV�OHDUQLQJ��PDNHV�FODVVURRP�RUJDQLVDWLRQ�GLI¿FXOW��DQG�LV�GLVFRXU-
teous to the teacher and other students.
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Leave of Absence

Families wishing to take their children out of school for one day or more dur-
ing term time must apply in advance for a leave of absence. Absence Request 
IRUPV�DUH�DYDLODEOH�LQ�WKH�6FKRRO�2I¿FH�DQG�VKRXOG�EH�VXEPLWWHG�IRU�DSSURYDO���
to 8 weeks in advance of the proposed absence. Approval for absences will be 
FRQVLGHUHG�IRU�PHGLFDO�UHDVRQV��PRYLQJ�KRXVH��DWWHQGLQJ�D�IXQHUDO��ZHGGLQJ��
RU�UHOLJLRXV�RFFDVLRQ��RU�ZKHQ�WKH�VWXGHQW�PXVW�UHWXUQ�WR�WKHLU�KRPH�GXH�WR�WKH�
serious illness of relatives. (Please refer to Rules for Leave of Absence on the 
EDFN�RI�WKH�$EVHQFH�5HTXHVW�IRUP�ZKLFK�LV�REWDLQDEOH�IURP�WKH�6FKRRO�2I¿FH���
Families are entitled to take holiday leave in a situation when a family holiday 
during the normal school vacation is not possible. In such a case, a letter from 
the employer should support the Absence Request Form. In such cases, the 
school administration is empowered to grant a holiday leave of a maximum of 
ten school days, once per school year per family. For a request of more than ten 
days, a formal letter is required one month in advance. It must be submitted to 
WKH�+HDGPDVWHU�DQG�WKH�$PVWHUGDP�7UXDQF\�2I¿FH��+ROLGD\�OHDYH�ZLOO�QRW�EH�
JUDQWHG�LQ�WKH�¿UVW�RU�ODVW�WZR�ZHHNV�RI�WKH�VFKRRO�\HDU��,I�SDUHQWV�JXDUGLDQV�ZLVK�
to allow their children to leave school for an appointment during school hours, a 
OHWWHU�RI�QRWL¿FDWLRQ�VKRXOG�EH�VHQW�WR�WKH�6FKRRO�2I¿FH�

Students who are taking courses or are involved in sporting activities which 
require absence from school must apply before the start of the school year. Their 
application must include documentation form the body offering the course and 
must explain when and why the absence from school is necessary. The request 
ZLOO�EH�IRUZDUGHG�WR�WKH�WUXDQF\�RI¿FH�IRU�WKHLU�DSSURYDO�ZLWKRXW�ZKLFK��OHDYH�FDQ-
not be granted.
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Communication with Parents/Guardians  
and Students
We strive to keep open communication channels with our parents and students, 
and encourage you to make appointments with the relevant member(s) of the AICS 
team if you have particular queries or concerns. In addition, parents and students 
will receive a weekly update of AICS activities and information via the AICS Weekly. 
(PDLOV�ZLOO�EH�VHQW�KRPH�ZKHQ�VSHFL¿F��LPSRUWDQW�LQIRUPDWLRQ�QHHGV�WR�EH�FRPPXQL-
cated immediately.

The Melting Pot (parents’ supporting the AICS) 
The Parents Support Group is an organisation of parent-volunteers who fundraise 
for the school, create fun events for the children and families of AICS, help out at 
events run by the school and organise opportunities for new and existing parents 
to meet. In 2012-13 the Melting Pot has sponsored school disco’s/parties, books, 
playground equipment, award schemes and arranged International Breakfast Morn-
ings. The Melting Pot is open to all interested parents and new members always very 
welcome! We will meet regularly in the new school World Café. 
Management will meet the parent community in the World Café every last Thursday 
of the month.

Participation Council (PC)
The PC operates as a critical friend of the Management Team. Its function is to 
advise the Management Team and to ensure that checks and balances are in place 
when the Management Team makes decisions. The PC will discuss, advise and 
sometimes co-decide on AICS policy matters. It will meet once every six to eight 
weeks and consists of staff, student and parent representatives.

Staff Council
The Staff Council is made up of teaching and support staff from both the 
Primary and Secondary Schools. It functions in an advisory and policy-making 
capacity. Suggestions concerning regulations and other appropriate matters may be 
brought to the notice of Staff Council members.

Student Council
The Student Council is made up of student representatives of both Primary and Sec-
ondary schools, and functions in an advisory as well as policy-making 
capacity. Suggestions concerning regulations and other appropriate matters may be 
brought to the notice of Student Council members.

Day Care and After School Care Services 
(SKON)
De Blauwe Rotspinguin (part of SKON) 
De Blauwe Rotspinguïn childcare centre provides day care and after school care for 
children up to the age of 12. They are open all year round, except on nationally rec-
RJQLVHG�KROLGD\V��IRU�DW�OHDVW����KRXUV�SHU�GD\�WR�¿W�LQ�ZLWK�SDUHQWV¶�ZRUNLQJ�KRXUV��$W�
de Blauwe Rotspinguïn, both Dutch and English are spoken because of the inter-
national character of the AICS and children with different nationalities. The working 
language for pedagogical staff is English. The way in which the two languages are 
used is described in the SKON Educational Work Plan, which is available for perusal 
at the childcare centre.

Day Care for children aged 0 – 4 
Day Care at De Blauwe Rotspinguïn is available from Monday to Friday from 7:30 to 
������KUV��7KHUH�DUH�¿YH�JURXSV�LQFOXGLQJ��WZR�EDE\�JURXSV��WZR�WRGGOHU�JURXSV��DQG�
one ‘vertical group’.

After School and Holiday childcare for children aged 4 to 12. 
De Blauwe Rotspinguïn also offers after-school and holiday childcare for children 
attending the AICS (Primary School). After-School Care starts when the school day 
¿QLVKHV�IRU�\RXU�FKLOG��'XULQJ�WHUP�WLPH�\RX�FDQ�FKRRVH�EHWZHHQ�
Ɣ�D�VKRUW�DIWHUQRRQ��IURP�DSSUR[��������KUV�WR�������KUV��DQG�RU�
Ɣ�D�ORQJ�DIWHUQRRQ��IURP�DSSUR[��������KUV�WR�������KUV��
In the school holidays children come on the same days as during term time, but  
for the whole day. For further information go to www.skon.nl or contact the SKON 
planning department by telephone at (0347) 35 95 00, or Femke Riedijk, Manager  
of De Blauwe Rotspinguïn (020) 442 0130, 0620888498.

Lunchtime supervision 
Skon Kinderopvang provides lunchtime supervision for the AICS. So besides  
daycare and afterschool care de Blauwe Rotspinguïn provides lunchtime supervision 
from 12.00 to 14.00 hrs on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday. The children are 
looked after by a professional coordinator and volunteers. If you are interested in  
being on the Lunchtime Supervision Team as a volunteer, please contact Mark 
Jansen, Lunchtime Coordinator of de blauwe rotspinguïn (020) 442 0130 -  
lunchtimeaics@hotmail.com.



Description of School Building and Facilities
The AICS Primary and Secondary are located at the Prinses Irenestraat 59, 1077 
WV Amsterdam, which is less than a 5 minute walk from Station Zuid/WTC. This 
location is highly accessible by car, train, bus, tram and metro. The AICS is situated 
in a spacious four storey building in the quiet residential area of the Prinses Irenes-
traat, and enables us to offer places for up to 1000 students from the ages 4 to 19. 
We provide a modern, caring and supportive learning environment for our students. 
The AICS currently shares the building and facilities with SKON, a Day-Care Centre 
for children from 0 – 4 years of age.

Some of our Primary students, and all of our Secondary students, will use the local 
USC Sports Centre for their gym lessons. A school bus will be provided to transport 
Primary and MYP1 & 2 students to the Sports Centre. Students in MYP 3 and 
above will travel to the USC by bicycle or on foot in small groups. The USC is highly 
equipped to cater to many different sports and activities. It is situated at De Boele-
laan 46, 1082 LR Amsterdam.

World Café (and Theatre)
The World Café is open every morning from 8.15-9.45am for AICS parents to meet 
over a coffee or hot chocolate. The Melting Pot also has their monthly international 
coffee mornings here.

Centre of Expertise
The aim of the Centre of Expertise (CoE) is to provide and improve professional 
development for Esprit employees and to provide AICS in-company training for 
all employees and participants of other (international) schools in the Netherlands. 
The Centre of Expertise offers a wide range of workshops, courses, lectures and 
professional development afternoons where staff share good practice, develop new 
ideas and improve teaching skills. In 2012-2013 the CoE hosted workshops about 
cultural diversity, internationalisation, cyber bullying, learning support topics, world 
FLWL]HQVKLS��'3�VXEMHFW�VSHFL¿F�ZRUNVKRSV��(QJOLVK�ODQJXDJH�WUDLQLQJ�:H�PDNH�XVH�
of our in-house expertise or we invite experts from outside to teach us. 

7KH�5HÀHFWLRQ�5RRP�QH[W�WR�WKH�&R(��LV�DOVR�XVHG�DV�D�TXLHW�VWXG\�DUHD�DQG�ZH�DUH�
EXLOGLQJ�XS�D�VPDOO�UHVRXUFH�FHQWUH�ZLWK�LQVSLULQJ�ERRNV�DQG�¿OPV�DERXW�HGXFDWLRQDO�
topics. The unique concept of The Centre of Expertise is an expression of our mis-
sion: a school where ‘learning is at the heart of everything we do.’ 

Library
The library is open to all students, staff and parents. Parents are encouraged to visit 
after school hours when they are free to borrow for their children and for themselves. 
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Directions to the AICS 
The directions below explain how to 
reach the AICS by public transport,
by bike and by car. 

By Public Transport 
Bus: 15, 165, 166, 176, 199 
Tram: 5 
Metro: 50, 51 (Station WTC) 
Trains (Station Zuid/WTC) 

Walking route: 
From Station Zuid/WTC exit via the 
North exit, cross the public square and 
walk under the Stravinskystraat bridge. 
Walk through the park to the Prinses 

Irenestraat and turn left. The AICS is 
approximately 300 meters further on the 
left. Please see Map. 
 
By Bike: 
Please see Map. for Cycling path 

By Car 
)URP�WKH�1RUWK��%HHWKRYHQVWUDDW��
Pr. Irenestraat. 
From the South: A10, Exit 108 
�98���$PVWHOYHHQVHZHJ��
6WDGLRQSOHLQ��6WDGLRQZHJ��
2O\PSLDSOHLQ��3DUQDVVXVZHJ��
9DQ�$QURR\VWUDDW��=DJZLMQVWUDDW��
Pr. Irenestraat.

Location and Facilities



Visual art

We have a lively library with many activities planned throughout the year. Gardening 
programmes, visiting artists, and a piano make for a vibrant space where students 
and staff can work together, discover new interests as well as support their studies.

Reading is at the core of our activities. We host each primary group every week for 
either a story or a small lesson in information literacy. During this time the children 
borrow books to take home for the week. For secondary students, the library is 
available throughout the school day to support their studies or as a place to relax 
and prepare for their next lessons.

We hope to see you often in the coming year.

Esprit Scholengroep Service Bureau
The Service Bureau of the Esprit Scholengroep has now relocated to the AICS 
EXLOGLQJ��7KH�$,&6�EHQH¿WV�IURP�LWV�UHVRXUFHV�LQFOXGLQJ�H[SHUW�DGYLFH�RQ�¿QDQFLDO��
facilities, legal and staff matters, 
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Admissions

The AICS caters for the needs of students of all nationalities living in The Netherlands 
who require high quality, accessible, community-based international learning.

If you are a temporary resident of the Netherlands or a Dutch national either returning 
from or planning to relocate abroad and are interested in enrolling your child at the 
AICS, you are welcome to make an appointment to view the school via our Admis-
VLRQV�2I¿FHU��<RX�ZLOO�WKHQ�QHHG�WR�FRPSOHWH�RXU�DSSOLFDWLRQ�IRUP��DYDLODEOH�LQ�WKH�
6FKRRO�2I¿FH�DQG�RQ�RXU�ZHEVLWH���DQG�SURYLGH�WKH�IROORZLQJ�GRFXPHQWV��

Ɣ�SURRI�RI�WHPSRUDU\�UHVLGHQFH��YLD�DQ�(PSOR\HU¶V�GHFODUDWLRQ�RU�FRQWUDFW��
Ɣ�SKRWRFRS\�RI�SDUHQW¶V�JXDUGLDQ¶V�DQG�FKLOG¶V�SDVVSRUW�
Ɣ� WKH�ODVW���\HDUV�VFKRRO�UHSRUWV��LQ�(QJOLVK��
Ɣ�SDVVSRUW�VL]HG�SKRWRJUDSK�RI�\RXU�FKLOG�
Ɣ�D�³+LVWRULVFK�*H]LQVXLWUHNVHO´�GRFXPHQW��\RX�FDQ�REWDLQ�WKLV�IURP�\RXU�ORFDO�*H-
PHHQWHKXLV��7RZQ�+DOO��DIWHU�\RX�KDYH�RI¿FLDOO\�UHJLVWHUHG�ZLWK�WKHP��

If you are unable to visit us in person, you are welcome to complete the application 
form and submit it via e-mail or post to begin the admissions procedure. Once we 
have received the application form, you will receive an invoice for the non-refundable 
UHJLVWUDWLRQ�IHH��2QO\�ZKHQ�WKLV�IHH�KDV�EHHQ�SDLG��ZLOO�\RX�RI¿FLDOO\�EH�UHJLVWHUHG�ZLWK�
the AICS.

The Admissions Application Procedure

First Steps: You receive: 
1. a completed Application Form with 

all supporting documentation is 
submitted 

D�OHWWHU�FRQ¿UPLQJ�RXU�UHFHLSW�RI�WKH�
application, together with a registration 
invoice. 

2. the Registration Fee is paid D�OHWWHU�FRQ¿UPLQJ�RXU�UHFHLSW�RI�WKH�
payment.

3. the application is reviewed for an 
Intake Interview and Assessment

an invitation to make an appointment 
for an Intake Interview and Assess-
ment.

4. the Intake Interview is completed a letter informing you of the status of 
the application. 
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In the event that : You receive:
Your application is Accepted an acceptance letter with response

VOLS�WR�FRQ¿UP�WKDW�\RX�VWLOO�ZDQW�WKH
available place, and an invoice for
school fees.

Your application is Wait listed a letter of explanation and a response
slip with the options to remain on the
waitlist or cancel the application.

Your application is Denied a meeting with the headmaster along 
with a letter of explanation.

Please be advised that if you are applying for an immediate start (mid term), and 
a place is available, this process from step 3 onward may take one to two weeks. 
However, if you are applying for a delayed start date, ie: the beginning of the following 
school year, the process from step 3 onward will take place in the spring and you will 
be informed of the of the status of your application by the end of May. Additionally, 
please note that an Intake Interview is standard procedure for all new primary school 
students, but may be waived for secondary school students if the school records are 
conclusive enough. 

Before being placed within the school, a student is referred for an intake assessment 
by the Admissions Team. The intake assessment helps us to assess the student’s 
OHDUQLQJ�SUR¿OH��6WDQGDUGLVHG�WHVWV��VXFK�DV�D�QRQ�YHUEDO�UHDVRQLQJ�WHVW��195���DUH�
used to screen for academic potential of the student. Additional in-house testing may 
be required for some students in order to ascertain the individual needs of a student 
in order that the appropriate support can be offered. In addition, the parent/guardian 
may be asked to complete further testing with outside specialists. For more detail, 
please ask to see the SST guide. 

If, after a period of no less than six weeks in school, we feel that we cannot meet the 
academic, social/ emotional, behavioural or physical needs of your child, (according 
to the government guidelines) we reserve the right to negotiate a transferal to an 
academic establishment that can better accommodate these needs. In this event, all 
fees paid (with the exception of the Registration fee) will be refunded.

Financial Matters
School Fees
7KH�$,&6�LV�RI¿FLDOO\�UHFRJQLVHG�E\�WKH�'XWFK�0LQLVWU\�RI�(GXFDWLRQ��ZKLFK�FRQWULEXWHV�
funds to the school. School fees are set annually, in accordance with Dutch Interna-
WLRQDO�3ULPDU\�DQG�6HFRQGDU\�6FKRRO�*XLGHOLQHV��7XLWLRQ�IHHV�DUH�QHHGHG�WR�IXO¿OO�WKH�
HGXFDWLRQDO�GXWLHV�RI�WKH�$,&6��7KH\�DUH�XVHG�IRU�NHHSLQJ�WKH�FODVV�VL]HV�VPDOO��KLULQJ�
VWDII�LQWHUQDWLRQDOO\��WKH�SURYLVLRQ�RI�D�PRGHUQ��FDULQJ�DQG�VXSSRUWLYH�OHDUQLQJ�HQYLURQ-
PHQW��PHPEHUVKLS�RI�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�RUJDQLVDWLRQV�DQG�DFFUHGLWDWLRQ�VHUYLFHV�

To process your application, a non-refundable Registration Fee of € 200,- per student 
will be charged. The Deposit is € 500,- per student and is refundable upon withdrawal 
provided that all school fees have been paid in full to date and that the correct notice 
of withdrawal has been given as outlined in the table below. The cost of lost or dam-
aged books/equipment will also be deducted from your deposit if applicable.

Tuition Fees for Primary and Secondary School
(These fees include the use of text books) 
Primary School IPC Programme - € 4400 per student per school year
(group 0 - The tuition fee is subject to change. This information is available on re-
quest.)
Secondary School IBMYP - € 5300, per student per school year 
IB Diploma Programme - € 6300, per student per school year 
All prices are subject to change 

Excursion Fees and Additional Costs 
Many study trips are organised for AICS students. These are intended to support 
study, give students a wider understanding of their subjects and generally enrich their 
educational and social experience. Study trips are an integral, compulsory and enjoy-
able part of the IPC/IBMYP/IBDP curriculum, encouraging children to learn through 
JXLGHG�¿UVW�KDQG�H[SHULHQFHV��

Excursion Fees and Special Events € 120,- per Primary student per school year.
Excursion Fees 3-4 night excursions for Group 6 and Group 7 € 250-300,-
Excursion Fees and Special Events € 500,- per IBMYP student per school year. 
Excursion Fees and Special Events € 700,- per IBDP1 student per school year. 
Excursion Fees and Special Events € 500,- per IBDP2 student per school year. 
Examination Fees of € 650,- per IBDP2 student per school year 
School Photographer - € 15, per student per school year 
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Year Book - € 20, per student per school year 
Key Deposit for Lockers (Secondary School) € 5,- (which is refundable upon return of 
the original key). 
Lunchtime Supervision Fees for Primary Students is € 240,- per child per school year. 
All prices may be subject to change.

Payment 
Upon receipt of a fully completed and signed Application Form (and accompanying 
documentation), parents will receive an invoice for the non-refundable registration fee 
of € 200,- per student. Students will be considered for admission after this fee has 
been received into the AICS bank account. The annual tuition fees plus other costs 
LV�LQYRLFHG�WR�DOO�SDUHQWV�LQ�IXOO�DQG�PD\�EH�SDLG�LQ�IXOO�RU�LQ�WZR�LQVWDOPHQWV��7KH�¿UVW�
semester consists of Term 1 and Term 2 and the Second Semester includes Term 3 
DQG�7HUP����)RU�H[LVWLQJ�VWXGHQWV�DW�WKH�$,&6��WKH�¿UVW�SD\PHQW�LV�GXH�DQG�SD\DEOH�
by no later than 1 August each year. The second payment includes the balance of the 
student’s tuition fee and must be paid by no later than 30 November each year.

For new students starting at the AICS tuition fees must be paid within fourteen days 
of the invoice being submitted. If a student starts at the AICS in mid-term, then tuition 
fees and costs must be paid in full for that term. Parent/guardians are welcome to re-
quest an invoice for the full amount of fees plus costs, if they so choose. In this case, 
the payment must be received within fourteen days of the invoice being submitted in 
order for the student to be able to start school. Please be advised that late payment 
of fees may result in the delay of the student’s start date or forfeiting their place at the 
AICS. A student will be excluded from school at any time if fees remain unpaid. Tran-
scripts and reports will be withheld if fees remain unpaid. Non-payment of fees and 
FRVWV�ZLOO�EH�KDQGHG�RYHU�WR�DQ�RI¿FLDO�GHEW�FROOHFWRU��$OO�FRVWV�LQFXUUHG�E\�WKH�GHEW�
collector and legal proceedings, will be for the full account of the parent/guardian. 

The identity of the AICS is greatly determined as an institution of education according 
WR�WKH�'XWFK�ODZV�ZKLFK�GLFWDWH�WKH�UXOHV�IRU�IXQGLQJ�DQG�PDQDJHPHQW�IRU�QRQ�SUR¿W�
organisations of International Education. Admission to the primary and/or second-
ary levels of the AICS is, by law, dependent upon the payment of fees according to 
the agreement between the parents/students and the school. (Please see the rules 
JRYHUQLQJ�IXQGLQJ�DQG�PDQDJHPHQW�IRU�QRQ�SUR¿W�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�RI�,QWHUQDWLRQDOO\�
Oriented Education [IGVO], article 6a).

By signing the agreement (the AICS Enrolment Application), the responsible party 
�SDUHQW�VWXGHQW��GHPRQVWUDWHV�D�VSHFL¿F�FKRLFH�IRU�WKH�VFKRROLQJ�DW�WKH�$,&6�DQG�

thereby acknowledges and explicitly accepts the duty of payment until the enrollment 
is terminated. It is for this reason that if/when the responsible party does not satisfy 
the duty of payment according to the terms stated, the educational duties of the AICS 
FDQQRW�EH�IXO¿OOHG��8QGHU�WKHVH�FLUFXPVWDQFHV��WKH�VWXGHQW�ZLOO�HLWKHU�EH�UHIXVHG�
admission or continuation at the AICS.

In cases of non-payment, the AICS reserves the right to transfer its duties as an edu-
cation provider to an appropriate institution, thereby satisfying its responsibilities ac-
cording to the terms of the agreement. In such a case, the parent/student (in advance 
coordination with the Berlage Lyceum and the Europaschool) will need to apply to the 
Dual Language educational stream (Twee-Talig Onderwijs stroom, TTO) provided at 
the Berlage Lyceum for Secondary students, or within the Foreign Language educa-
tional stream (Vreemde Talen Onderwijs stroom, VTO) provided by the Europaschool 
for Primary students. AICS cannot guarantee a place available in these schools. 
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Submission 
of Notice Of
Withdrawal

Term child actually 
leaves/withdraws 
from the AICS

Payment of Tuition 
Fees and Costs due 
by Parent until:-

Deposit 
Refund or 
Forfeited

Term 1 During Term 1 End of Term 1 Forfeit 

Term 1 During Term 2 End of Term 2 Refund

Term 2 During Term 2 End of Term 2 Forfeit 

Term 2 During Term 3 End of Term 3 Refund

Term 3 During Term 3 End of Term 3 Forfeit 

Term 3 During Term 4 End of Term 4 Refund

Term 4 During Term 4/ or 
during Term 1 of the 
following school year

End of Term 4/  
end of Term 1

Forfeit

Withdrawals & Refunds 
Unless full notice is given, any remaining tuition fees, deposit and costs (if applicable 
to you) will not be returned. It is important to note that if your child leaves the AICS 
during a term, the AICS does not refund tuition fees and costs for the remaining 
portion of that term. For withdrawals with full notice, the € 500,- deposit fee will be 
refunded after all school books have been returned in good order, all tuition fees and 
FRVWV�KDYH�EHHQ�SDLG�WR�GDWH�DQG�WKH�VWXGHQW�KDV�RI¿FLDOO\�OHIW�WKH�$,&6��,Q�7HUP����
the deposit acts as a re-registration fee for the following academic year. Students 
not returning for the following academic year must therefore give written notice of 
withdrawal before the end of Term 3 of the current school year or the deposit will be 
forfeited. In this case, the cost of lost or damaged books/equipment will be billed to 
WKH�SDUHQW�JXDUGLDQ��:LWKGUDZDO�IRUPV�PD\�EH�REWDLQHG�IURP�WKH�$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ�2I¿FH�
or the Caretaker. For exact dates of terms, please see the Schedule of Events and 
Holidays.

Additional Conditions for Return of Deposit 
In the event that you are leaving the Netherlands, you must provide proof that the 
student is no longer a resident of the Netherlands. This proof is called a “Bewijs van 
Uitschrijving” and is available from your local Gemeentehuis/City Hall. 
Alternatively, if you are unable to provide a Bewijs van Uitschrijving, we require a 
letter from the student’s next school (on school letterhead) indicating that they are 
enrolled. 

)XUWKHU��LW�LV�WKH�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�RI�WKH�SDUHQW�JXDUGLDQ�WR�¿OO�LQ�WKH�RI¿FLDO�ZLWKGUDZDO�
form as completely as possible, and to provide adequate and correct bank details. If 

these details are not provided, no refund will be forthcoming. Withdrawal forms are 
DYDLODEOH�LQ�WKH�6FKRRO�2I¿FH��3OHDVH�QRWH�WKDW�LW�WDNHV�DSSUR[LPDWHO\��������ZRUNLQJ�
weeks for a refund to be credited to your bank account (only if applicable to you), and 
RQO\�DIWHU�\RXU�FKLOG�KDV�RI¿FLDOO\�OHIW�WKH�$,&6��

School Insurance Policy 
The school has a collective accident insurance policy for students which provides 
maximum cover for cases ranging from dental cover to fatal injury. This insurance 
covers only such injuries which are not covered by the student’s own health insurance 
policy. It applies to injuries incurred on the way to school, in the school, and during the 
course of school activities such as study trips and excursions. Damage to property 
such as mobile phones, electronic devices, spectacles, clothes or bicycles is not 
covered by this insurance.



Schedule of Events and Holidays

Day Date Event
Mon 19 Aug In-Service Training Day. 

No school for Primary Students.

Tue 20 Aug First Day back for Primary School.

Wed 04 Sep Parents Information Evening.

Thu 26 Sep AICS 10 Year Anniversary!!

Mon-Fri 21 - 25 Oct Autumn Holiday.

Mon-Tue 28 - 29 Oct In-Service Training Days. 
No school for Primary Students.

11 Nov Begin Term 2
Wed-Thu 27 - 28 Nov Informal Parent/Teacher Conferences.

Thu 05 Dec Winter Light Celebration/Sinterklaas.

Mon-Fri 16 Dec - 03 Jan Winter Holiday.

Mon 06 Jan In-Service Training Day. No school for Primary Students.

Sat 25 Jan Open Day.

03 Feb Begin Term 3
Wed 05 Feb Parents Information Evening.

Wed-Fri 12 - 14 Feb School Photographer for class photos.

Mon-Fri 24 - 28 Feb Early Spring Holiday.

Wed-Thu 05 - 06 Mar Primary School Parent Conferences. 
No School for Primary Students.

14 Apr Begin Term 4
Thu 17 Apr In-Service Training Day. No school for Primary Students.

Fri 18 Apr Good Friday. No School for Primary Students ONLY.

Mon 21 Apr Easter Monday. No School for Primary Students.

Mon-Mon 28 Apr - 05 May May Holiday.

Wed 14 May Parents Information Evening.

Thu-Fri 29 - 30 May Ascension Day / Hemelvaartsdag. 
Study / Work Day. No school for Primary Students.

Mon 09 June 2nd Pinksterdag. No school for Primary Students.

Wed-Thu 02 - 03 July Student-Led Conferences.

Fri 04 July Last day of school for Primary Students. Half day.

Mon-Sun 07 July - 17 Aug Summer Holiday.

Day Date Event
Mon 26 Aug In-Service Training day. 

No school for Secondary Students.

Tue 27 Aug Orientation Programme for Secondary Students.

Wed 04 Sep Parents Information Evening.

Mon-Fri 09 - 13 Sep Secondary School Trips.

Thu 26 Sep AICS 10 Year Anniversary!

Fri 27 Sep In-Service Training day. 
No school for Secondary Students.

Tue 08 Oct DP Parents Evening.

Mon-Fri 21 - 25 Oct Autumn Holiday.

Mon-Tue 28 - 29 Oct In-Service Training day.
No school for Secondary Students.

Mon-Fri 04 - 08 Nov DP 1&2 Test Week.

11 Nov Begin Term 2
Wed-Thu 27 - 28 Nov Parent - Teacher - Student - Conferences.

Mon-Fri 16 Dec - 03 Jan Winter Holiday.

Mon 6 Jan In-Service Training Day.
No school for Secondary Students.

Sat 25 Jan Open Day.

Mon-Fri 27 - 31 Jan DP1 Test Week & DP2 Mock Exams

03 Feb Begin Term 3
Mon-Fri 03 - 07 Feb DP2 Mock Exams.

Wed 05 Feb Parents Information Evening.

Wed-Fri 12 - 14 Feb School Photographer for class photos.

Mon-Fri 24 - 28 Feb Early Spring Holiday.

Wed-Thu 05 - 06 Mar Parent - Teacher - Student - Conferences.

Thu 03 Apr MYP5 Personal Project Presentations.

Mon-Fri 07 - 11 Apr DP1 Test Week.

Primary School Calendar Secondary School Calendar
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14 Apr Begin Term 4
Mon 21 Apr Easter Monday. No School for Primary & Secondary 

Students.

Tue-Fri 22 - 25 Apr DP2 Revision Week.

Mon-Mon 28 Apr - 05 May May Holiday.

Tue-Fri 06 - 23 May DP2 Exams.

Wed 14 May Parents Information Evening.

Tue 27 May DP2 Graduation Ceremony.

Wed 28 May DP2 Farewell Dinner.

Thu-Fri 29 - 30 May Ascension Day / Hemelvaartsdag. Study / Work Day.  
No school for Secondary Students.

Mon 09 June 2nd Pinksterdag. No school for Secondary Students.

Mon-Fri 23 - 27 June DP1 Test Week.

Mon-Tue 30 June - 01 July MYP Activity Week / DP Extended Essay Workshops.

Thu 03 July Student-Led Portfolio Conferences and Last day of 
school for Secondary Students.

Fri 04 July In-Service Training day. No school for Secondary  
Students.

Mon-Sun 07 July - 17 Aug Summer Holiday.
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Please note, the AICS is committed to the dates as listed above, however,
we reserve the right to adjust them as necessary.

Student School Supplies List 
(Please note that the use of school books are included in the tuition fee) 

Primary Groups 1-7: 
The school will provide all basic school supply materials. Could the parents/guardians 

please ensure that each child has the following items: 
Ɣ�$�ERRN�EDJ��$,&6�ERRN�EDJV�DUH�DYDLODEOH��3URSHU�ERRN�EDJV�DUH�XVHG�WR�SUHYHQW�

books, homework, letters/information documents and Friday folders from being 
damaged when traveling to and from school.) 

Ɣ�6FKRRO�OXQFK�DQG�VQDFN�EDJV�
Ɣ�*\P�%DJ�PDUNHG�ZLWK�FKLOG¶V�QDPH�
Ɣ� ,QGRRU�J\P�VKRHV�
Ɣ�$,&6�W�VKLUW�DQG�DWKOHWLF�WUDLQLQJ�VKRUWV�3OHDVH�FOHDUO\�ODEHO�DOO�LWHPV�ZLWK�\RXU�

child’s name.

All Secondary School Students: 
Could the parents/guardians please ensure that each child has the following items:

Ɣ�$��VL]H�¿OH��5LQJ�ELQGHU��ZLWK�$��VL]H�
paper and Exercise Books or dividers 
for the different subjects. 

Ɣ�3HQFLO�FDVH�
Ɣ�3HQV�
Ɣ�3HQFLOV�
Ɣ�3HQFLO�6KDUSHQHU�
Ɣ�(UDVHU�
Ɣ�&RORXUHG�3HQFLOV�
Ɣ�+LJKOLJKWHU�
Ɣ�*OXH�6WLFN�
Ɣ�6FLVVRUV�
Ɣ�5XOHU�

Ɣ�3DLU�RI�&RPSDVVHV�
Ɣ�3URWUDFWRU�
Ɣ�86%�0HPRU\�6WLFN�
Ɣ�*UDSKLF�'LVSOD\�&DOFXODWRU�7,�1VSLUH�

(MYP5, DP1 - 2) 
Ɣ�2[IRUG�3RFNHW�6L]HG�(QJOLVK�ODQJXDJH�

Dictionary 
Ɣ�'XWFK�ODQJXDJH�'LFWLRQDU\�
Ɣ�(QJOLVK�0RWKHU�7RQJXH�0RWKHU�7RQJXH�

English (as necessary) 
Ɣ�*\P�%DJ�PDUNHG�ZLWK�FKLOG¶V�QDPH
Ɣ�0RELOH�GHYLFH�IRU�0<3�����'3��� 

(e.g. tablet, I Pad, laptop)

AICS Logo Products: 
T-shirts (for school P.E. lessons), Sweatshirts, Book Bags 
�IRU�KRPHZRUN��DQG�*\P�%DJV�DUH�DYDLODEOH�IURP�WKH�6FKRRO�2I¿FH�



Computer Technology
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Contact Us
AICS Administration Team 
0UV�5RVDQQD�)RXULH��5XVVR�� 2I¿FH�7HDP�/HDGHU�� U�UXVVR#DLFV�HVSULWVFKROHQ�QO�

AICS Admissions Team 
0UV�-HQQL�,\R\R�� 3XEOLF�5HODWLRQV� M�L\R\R#DLFV�HVSULWVFKROHQ�QO�
� �	�$GPLVVLRQV�2I¿FHU
0U�1LJHO�+XUQHOO�� $GPLVVLRQV�$GPLQLVWUDWRU� Q�KXUQHOO#DLFV�HVSULWVFKROHQ�QO
0V�+D\OH\�7KRPSVRQ� $GPLVVLRQV�$GPLQLVWUDWRU� K�WKRPSVRQ#DLFV�HVSULWVFKROHQ�QO

$,&6�&RQ¿GHQWLDOLW\�3HUVRQ�
�7KH�&RQ¿GHQWLDOLW\�SHUVRQ�LV�DYDLODEOH�IRU�FRQ¿GHQWLDO�GLVFXVVLRQV�ZLWK�$,&6�VWDII��VWXGHQWV�DQG�
SDUHQWV�UHJDUGLQJ�PDWWHUV�RI�SHUVRQDO�FRQFHUQ�
0V�.OHLSRRO�0ROKX\VHQ� � Y�NOHLSRRO#DLFV�HVSULWVFKROHQ�QO

$,&6�([WHUQDO�&RQ¿GHQWLDOLW\�3HUVRQ�
�$IWHU�FRQWDFWLQJ�WKH�$,&6�&RQ¿GHQWLDOLW\�3HUVRQ�KDV�EHHQ�FRQVLGHUHG�
$GULDQD�GH�:DJW�� 7HO���������������� D�GHZDJW#FE�HVSULWVFKROHQ�QO

AICS Student Support Leader 
0V�)LRQD�+RZLH�GH�%UXLQ� � I�GHEUXLQ#DLFV�HVSULWVFKROHQ�QO

AICS Careers Counsellor and Student Liaison Leader
0U�7RP�6LNNHV�� � W�VLNNHV#DLFV�HVSULWVFKROHQ�QO

AICS School Counsellor 
0U�-DDS�/HHJZDWHU�� � M�OHHJZDWHU#DLFV�HVSULWVFKROHQ�QO

AICS Teacher Trainee Liaison 
0U�6WDYURV�0HODFKURLQRV�� � V�PHODFKURLQRV#DLFV�HVSULWVFKROHQ�QO

AICS Participation Council members 
0V��)ROH\�� �&KDLU��� Q�IROH\#DLFV�HVSULWVFKROHQ�QO
0V��.OHLSRRO�0ROKX\VHQ�� �6HFRQGDU\��� Y�NOHLSRRO#DLFV�HVSULWVFKROHQ�QO
0V��+DQQD�� �6HFRQGDU\�� M�KDQQD#DLFV�HVSULWVFKROHQ�QO
0U�3RHVHU� �6HFRQGDU\�� I�SRHVHU#DLFV�HVSULWVFKROHQ�QO
0V��$QGLD�� �3ULPDU\��� \�DQGLD#DLFV�HVSULWVFKROHQ�QO
0V��&RNH� �3ULPDU\�� N�FRNH#DLFV�HVSULWVFKROHQ�QO
0V��:\V]\QVND� �3ULPDU\�� N�Z\V]\QND#DLFV�HVSULWVFKROHQ�QO
0V��9HUPXH�� �SDUHQW�6HFRQGDU\�� ULD#ULDYHUPXH�QO
0V��&ROOLQVRQ�� �SDUHQW�6HFRQGDU\�� FROOLQVRQV#]LJJR�QO
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0U��+DYHU��SDUHQW��� �SDUHQW�3ULPDU\�� VWHRKDYHU#JPDLO�FRP
0V��+XQW�� �SDUHQW�3ULPDU\��� UDF\UDFK��#KRWPDLO�FRP�
3KDOODQJ�%HUHQJ�� �VWXGHQW��� S�EHUHQJ#DLFV�HVSULWVFKROHQ�QO
$OH[DQGUD�'HPPHUV�� �VWXGHQW��� D�GHPPHUV#DLFV�HVSULWVFKROHQ�QO

Management Team 
3ULQFLSDO���UHFWRU� 0U��.HHV�YDQ�5XLWHQEHHN� N�YDQUXLWHQEHHN#DLFV�HVSULWVFKROHQ�QO�
+HDGPDVWHU���FRQUHFWRU� 0U��%RULV�3ULFNDUWV� E�SULFNDUWV#DLFV�HVSULWVFKROHQ�QO

Leaders for Learning, Primary 
0V��7KHUHVH�$QQ�&OHPR�� 3ULPDU\�&XUULFXOXPV�� W�FOHPR#DLFV�DLFV�HVSLWVFKROHQ�QO
0V��/\QGVD\�*UHJRU\�� 3ULPDU\�&XUULFXOXPV�� O�JUHJRU\#DLFV�HVSULWVFKROHQ�QO

Leaders for Learning, Secondary 
0U��$QGUHZ�0F0DQXV�� ,%�0<3�� D�PFPDQXV#DLFV�HVSULWVFKROHQ�QO
0V��%HWK�<RXQJ�� ,%'3�� E�\RXQJ#DLFV�HVSULWVFKROHQ�QO

Visiting address AICS 
3ULQVHV�,UHQHVWUDDW����� 3KRQH����������������� (�PDLO��LQIR#DLFV�HVSULWVFKROHQ�QO�
�����:9�$PVWHUGDP�� )D[����������������� ZZZ�DLFV�HVSULWVFKROHQ�QO

Esprit Board of Directors 
%XUJHPHHVWHU�+RJJXHUVWUDDW��$��������(%�$PVWHUGDP���7HO������������������ZZZ�HVSULWVFKROHQ�QO

Stichting Onderwijsgeschillen
(External Complaint Committee Education)

Postbus 85191
3508 AD Utrecht
Phone: 030 280 9590
Email: info@onderwijsgeschillen.nl

For the Esprit complaints procedure (in Dutch) please visit:
www.espritscholen.nl and go to:

2YHU�(VSULW�6FKROHQ��.ODFKWHQ�HQ�JHVFKLOOHQ��KXLGLJH�NODFKWHQUHJHOLQJ�(VSULW�
Scholen
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